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ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT
for
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association
Proposed Water System Improvements
Aztec, San Juan County, New Mexico
September 1, 2010
Proposed Action:

Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association proposes to install
an Ultra Filtration System which will meet the requirements of the
New Mexico Environment Department’s Long Term 2 Enhanced
Surface Water Treatment Rule requirements and will improve
water quality to residents within the Southside Mutual Domestic
Water Association District.

Applicant:

Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association
P.O. Box 161
Flora Vista, New Mexico 87415

1.0 Project Purpose and Need
1.1

Project Description (Proposed Action)

The Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association (SMDWA) proposes to install a
filtration unit to treat water pumped from an existing water well located at 328 CR 3000,
south of the Animas River between Aztec and Flora Vista, San Juan County, New Mexico.
The proposed project area is located within the SE¼ NW¼ of Section 24, T30N, R12W, San
Juan County, New Mexico. A topographic site location map is included as Figure 1.
The existing well (Well #1) was installed in about 1979 and produces approximately 90
gallons per minute (gpm) or 130,000 gallons per day (gpd). Because the well water was
determined to be groundwater under the direct influence (GUDI) of the Animas River, the
water must be treated to meet the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) Long
Term 2 Enhanced Surface Water Treatment Rule (LT2ESWTR) requirements.
A Preliminary Engineering Report (PER) was initially prepared by Souder, Miller and
Associates (SMA) in May 2006. As noted within the PER, water for the SMDWA
customers comes from a combination of the SMDWA Well #1 and City of Aztec municipal
water. Water is pumped from the well or from the City of Aztec water supply to a storage
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tank with a storage capacity of approximately 200,000 gallons. This tank is currently
located to the southwest of CR 3000 and CR 3100. Water from Well #1 and the City of
Aztec are combined at the 200,000 gallon storage tank. According to past analyses
performed on Well #1, the well water was found to have high concentrations of sulfate
and total dissolved solids (TDS). Recent water well testing (2010) has also shown high
TDS concentrations.
SMDWA proposes to pump water from Well #1, which will be treated via the proposed
filtration unit, to meet LT2ESWTR requirements and to improve water quality (i.e. total
dissolved solids (TDS)). Once treated, the water will be distributed to SMDWA members,
currently about 1500 people.
The ultra filtration system utilizes a membrane to remove suspended solids. The ultra
filtration membrane modules have a nominal pore size of 0.2 micron, providing effective
removal of giardia, cryptosporidium, and other micro-organisms. The Environmental
Technology Verification (ETV) Report (NSF, 2000) shows that the ultra filtration
membrane system meets criteria specified by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(USEPA), and the NMED Drinking Water Bureau (DWB) uses the USEPA’s membrane
filtration guidelines in its approval process.
The proposed filtration unit will be manufactured off-site and then installed southeast of
the existing well building at the site. The filtration unit will be installed within a site-built
building (approximately 50 feet by 50 feet). The proposed filtration building will be large
enough to accommodate an additional filtration system, if needed, in the future. It is
anticipated that 3 to 4 feet of clean fill dirt will be added to raise the elevation of the
building pad, and then a slab on grade foundation will be constructed. Underground
water lines will be installed and will connect the existing well building to the filtration
system. The proposed area of disturbance for the entire project will be less than 1 acre.
Electric service needed to operate the system will be obtained from the existing electric
service used at the well building. An aerial photograph (Pictometry, February 2009) with
the proposed project location is included as Figure 2.

1.2

Purpose and Need of the Proposal

SMDWA plans to apply for a Federal loan through the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Rural Development Program in order complete the proposed project. The
proposed project will allow SMDWA to meet NMED LT2ESWTR requirements while
providing safe, economical, and reliable water for SMDWA customers. With the
installation of the filtration unit, SMDWA will also be able to reduce its dependence on
other local water associations and possibly increase its customer base.
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2.0 Alternatives to the Proposed Action
SMDWA researched various water supply options in the 2006 PER and the subsequent
PER Addendum, which was prepared by SMA in May 2010. Initial alternatives presented
in the 2006 PER included:




Installation of a reverse osmosis (RO) or similar process to treat water from Well
#1;
Entering into long-term agreement with adjacent water users associations; and
Continuing to obtain water from the City of Aztec.

The 2010 Addendum to the 2006 PER introduced an additional supply option:


2.1

Installation of an Ultra Filtration System near Well #1

Alternative A - No Action

The No Action Alternative generally means that the proposed activity will not take place,
and the existing water system would continue to operate in its current state. This means
that the water produced from Well #1 would not meet NMED LT2ESWTR requirements
and would continue to be high in TDS and sulfate.

2.2

Alternative B - Proposed Action

The 2010 PER Addendum identified the Ultra Filtration System as another feasible
alternative. Following a failed agreement with North Star Water Users Association, the
ultra filtration alternative is the Proposed Action. The Proposed Action will result in
improved water quality and will meet the requirements of the LT2ESWTR, which applies
to all water systems determined to be under the influence of a river.
The proposed ultra filtration system will be designed to operate on electric power and
will connect with the existing Well #1 via underground water lines. The system will utilize
a custom filter designed to address specific water quality conditions.

Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association
Proposed Water System Improvements Environmental Report
September 1, 2010
Page 3

3.0 Affected Environment/Environmental Consequences
As part of Environmental Report (ER) preparation, information request letters were sent
by Animas Environmental Services, LLC (AES) to relevant agencies and organizations to
elicit feedback and comments regarding the proposed project. An Issues Matrix and
Agency Coordination Tracking Table are included in Appendix A, and information request
letters are presented in Appendix B. Agency response letters are included in Appendix C.
The proposed project is located on private land (fee) southwest of Aztec, San Juan
County, New Mexico. The proposed project area consists of approximately 0.25 acres in
size and is located within parcel that is about 2.27 acres in total acreage. The proposed
project area is located on the south side of the Animas River, and the historic Kello
Blancett Ditch lies to the south of the project area. Elevation of the project area is
roughly 5,520 feet above mean sea level.
According to the United States Geological Survey (USGS), the project area is located
within the San Juan Basin portion of the Colorado Plateau physiographic province. The
San Juan Basin is a large, structural depression encompassing approximately 22,000
square miles and contains deep Tertiary fill resting on rocks of Late Cretaceous age. The
lithology consists primarily of the Nacimiento Formation, composed mostly of mudstones
and sandstones.
The climate in the San Juan Basin is arid to semiarid. The area is characterized by low
amounts of precipitation, abundant sunshine, and low humidity levels. Average
maximum temperature is around 69 degrees Fahrenheit (°F), and average minimum
temperatures are around 34°F. Average annual precipitation is approximately 8.25
inches, and around 60 percent of yearly precipitation occurs during the summer months.
The region experiences windy conditions primarily during late winter and spring.

3.1

Land Use/Important Farmland/Formally Classified Lands

3.1.1 General Land Use
The proposed project is located on fee land along the Animas River in an area where the
predominant land use is a mixture of farm land and rural residences. The proposed
project area is located outside the Aztec city limits within rural San Juan County and is
included within San Juan County zoning regulations. General land use within the area of
the proposed project includes the following:
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Residential – The proposed project area is located between Flora Vista and Aztec, New
Mexico, within a rural community comprised of scattered homes and farms.
Approximately 13 private residences are located within a 0.25 mile radius of the project
area.
Grazing, Hunting, Fishing, and Gathering – The proposed project area is located on private
land and has recently been used as pasture for horses. Limited grazing occurs within the
general area and includes both cattle grazing and horse pastures. Fishing may occur
along the Animas River near the project area, but only private access to the river is
available in the area. No known current or historic fishing or gathering areas are
associated with the proposed project area.
Agriculture – The proposed project area was previously part of privately owned
agricultural lands until the land was transferred to SMDWA. Irrigation water in the area is
delivered from the Animas River via the historic Kello Blancett Ditch.
Mining – The proposed project area is located within an area that has experienced oil and
gas development activity, and there are several natural gas wells located within the
general vicinity.
Outdoor Recreation – Outdoor recreation, such as fishing, occurs along the Animas River,
which is located directly north of the project area. No current or historic outdoor
recreation areas are associated with the proposed project area.
Transportation – CR 3000 (Southside River Road), which runs roughly east-west and south
of the Animas River, is located approximately 0.2 mile from the project area. CR 3000 is
the nearest paved road to the project area.
Zoning – The proposed project area is currently in an unincorporated portion of San Juan
County. In 2007, the County Commissioners accepted a plan to manage growth in the
county, and a series of public meetings are being conducted to inform citizens about the
current plan and involve them in the review and final development of the plan. However,
no zoning changes have yet been implemented.
3.1.2 Important Farmland
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) was contacted by letter in June 2010 to determine if the soils located within the
project area are classified as prime farmlands, prime rangelands, or prime forest land.
Based on the July 6, 2010, response letter from the USDA-NRCS, there are no prime or
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unique farmlands in the project area, and USDA-NRCS reported no objections to the
proposed action.
3.1.3 Formally Classified Lands
Project information and comments were requested from various Federal and State
agencies, including the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish (NMDGF), U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS), National Park Service (NPS), New Mexico State Land Office
(NMSLO), and appropriate Native American Tribes in order to determine whether the
proposed project area is located within current or formally classified lands. Based on the
responses received, NMDGF, NPS, and NM State Land Office did not present any issues or
report any objections to the proposed action. Of the tribes contacted, the Pueblo of
Laguna and the Hopi Tribe responded that they had no specific objections to the
proposed action.
The proposed project area is not found within or adjacent to any of the following
classified lands:











National parks and monument;
National natural landmark;
National battlefield park site;
Wilderness area;
Wildlife refuge;
National seashores, lake shores, and trails;
State park;
Bureau of Land Management administered lands;
National forest and grassland; and
Native American owned lands and leases administered by the Bureau of Indian
Affairs.

3.1.4 Environmental Consequences
No impacts to classified lands identified above are anticipated. Under the proposed
action, changes in land use will occur only within the proposed project area, which until
recently was used for grazing and farming. The change in land use associated with the
proposed action is not anticipated to reduce the value of adjoining properties.
3.1.5 Mitigation
No land use mitigation measures are anticipated at this time.
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3.2

Floodplains

3.2.1 Affected Environment
USDA Departmental Regulation Executive Order 11988 (Floodplain Management) and
USDA Department Regulation 9500-03 (Land Use Policy) provide guidance for activities
within the floodplains of inland and coastal waters. Federal agencies are required to take
action to reduce the risk of flood loss, to minimize the impact of floods on human safety,
health, and welfare, and to restore and preserve the natural and beneficial values served
by floodplains. Floodplains are normally dry or semi-dry land areas onto which water
naturally flows as water levels rise. Floodplains are typically found near rivers, lakes, and
the coast.
Larkin Group, on behalf of SMDWA, conducted a floodplain investigation to determine
whether the proposed project area fell within the designated 100-year floodplain, Zone
AE. Zone AE is defined as an area inundated by 100-year flooding, for which base flood
elevations have been determined. The Federal Emergency Management Area (FEMA)
published revised flood plain boundaries in August 2010. Based on review of the most
recent Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) from FEMA, along with the most recent contour
mapping from the San Juan County Water Commission, it appears that the proposed
project area is outside the current FEMA floodplain. Floodplain investigation
documentation is included as Appendix D.
3.2.2 Environmental Consequences
The proposed project area is located outside Zone AE, the designated 100 year floodplain.
However, there is still a possibility that the project area may be impacted by storm events
greater than a 100 year event.
3.2.3 Mitigation
SMDWA plans to raise the elevation of the filtration system building by approximately 3
to 4 feet using compacted engineered fill. During construction, SMDWA will minimize
clearing of riparian vegetation, which will allow for the use of a vegetative buffer strip
adjacent to the river.

3.3

Soils

3.3.1 Affected Environment
Based on data collected from the NRCS web soil survey (websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov),
soils located within the project area consist primarily of Apishapa Clay (As) and in minor
amounts the Walrees Loam (Wa).
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According to NRCS, the Apishapa Clay is a hydric soil based on hydric criteria 2B3.
Apishapa Clay is described as a deep, nearly level, poorly drained soil that forms in stream
alluvium. These soils are found in areas which are prone to floods, such as stream
terraces and floodplains. Walrees Loam makes up a small portion of the proposed project
area. These soils are deep, nearly level, poorly drained and form in floodplains from
mixed alluvium.
3.3.2 Environmental Consequences
The proposed action will result in the short-term disturbance of local soils within the
project area. The area of disturbed soils associated with the proposed project is
estimated to be less than 0.25 acre. The disturbed soils may be mixed, displaced and
exposed to the elements contributing to wind and water erosion. No long-term
disturbances are anticipated with the proposed action.
3.3.3 Mitigation
SMDWA will minimize soil erosion and sedimentation through implementation of
standard industry best management practices (BMPs) and control measures. Any topsoil
that is removed will be temporarily stockpiled and then utilized for reclamation activities.
SMDWA will mulch, seed, and/or replant the disturbed area, as necessary, as soon as
possible in order to encourage re-establishment of vegetation and prevent soil erosion.

3.4

Navigable Waters of the U.S/Wetlands

3.4.1 Affected Environment
Waters of the U.S. include navigable water of the U.S., wetlands, tributaries to navigable
waters of the U.S., interstate waters and their tributaries, and isolated wetlands and
intermittent streams. Navigable waters and wetlands are regulated by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers (USACE).
Executive Order 11990 (Protection of Wetlands) requires the avoidance, to the greatest
extent possible, of both long and short-term impacts associated with the destruction,
modification, or other disturbance of wetland habitats and to avoid direct or indirect
support of new construction in wetlands wherever there is a practicable alternative.
Wetlands are areas that are covered by water or have waterlogged soils for long periods
during the growing season. Plants growing in wetlands are capable of living in saturated
soil conditions for at least part of the growing season. Wetlands such as swamps and
marshes are often obvious, but some wetlands are not easily recognized, often because
they are dry during part of the year. Adkins Consulting, Inc. (Adkins Consulting)
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conducted a biological survey of the project area in June 2010. No jurisdictional wetlands
were identified during the biological survey.
3.4.2 Environmental Consequences
Comment was received by the USACE in a letter dated July 9, 2010, in which a preliminary
jurisdictional determination was made that there may be waters of the U.S. associated
with the proposed action. A site visit by Chris Wrbas of USACE, Blaine Watson and
Elizabeth McNally of AES, and Bruce London of SMDWA was conducted on August 24,
2010. At that time, Mr. Wrbas determined that waters of the U.S. will not be impacted by
the proposed action. USACE issued another letter dated August 25, 2010, reiterating that
the proposed action will not affect waters of the U.S. Correspondence from USACE is
included in Appendix C.
3.4.3 Mitigation
SMDWA will prevent sediment loading to waters of the U.S. during construction by
implementing appropriate BMPs and control measures, such as use of a riparian
vegetation buffer strip along the edge of the river.

3.5

Historic Properties

3.5.1 Affected Environment
The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. § 470 et
seq) and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) regulations, 36 CFR Part
800 (Section 106 regulations), requires Federal agencies to take into account the effect
their actions may have on historic properties that are within a proposal’s “area of
potential effect”.
The San Juan County Museum’s Division of Conservation Archaeology (DCA) was
contracted to conduct an investigation of potential archeological, cultural, and historic
resources located in the project area. A literature search conducted by DCA indicated
there are no previously recorded sites within a 0.25 mile radius of the project area. A
field survey was conducted by DCA personnel on June 15, 2010, and consisted of 1.48
acres of private land. Note that no additional cultural buffer was surveyed because the
project area is surrounded completely by private land. No cultural resources or historic
structures were identified within the project area during the field survey. The cultural
resources report is included in Appendix E.
The DCA report indicated that Kin niteel (Wide House) at Aztec Ruins is the closest known
sacred place to the proposed project area. Kin niteel is located approximately 3.8 miles to
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the northeast and is not visible from the project area. No known sacred places have been
documented within 500 feet of the project area.
3.5.2 Environmental Consequences
No impacts to archeological, cultural, and historic resources are anticipated as a result of
the proposed action.
3.5.3 Mitigation
SMDWA will follow all guidelines set forth by State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). If
any cultural resources are discovered during the construction phase, construction will be
halted and contact with made with SHPO to determine the appropriate action.
Construction will resume once appropriate clearance have been received from SHPO. At
this time, no site-specific cultural mitigation measures are anticipated.

3.6

Visual Aesthetics

3.6.1 Affected Environment
The proposed project area is located north of CR 3000 and is only minimally visible from
the paved road. The proposed filtration system will be enclosed within a site built
building, and water lines will be buried. No other equipment or materials are anticipated
to be present at the proposed project area, once the filtration unit is brought on-line.
3.6.2 Environmental Consequences
Minimal impacts to visual aesthetics may occur in the presence of an additional structure
within a generally rural setting as a result of the construction of the proposed action.
3.6.3 Mitigation
SMDWA will ensure that the building enclosing the proposed filtration unit will be painted
uniformly and in a color which is similar to buildings or structures in the general vicinity.
SMDWA will store any additional equipment or materials indoors or out of site from the
paved road or neighboring residences.

3.7

Biological Resources

AES contacted the USFWS and NMDGF as part of the project information request effort
for the proposed project. Adkins Consulting of Farmington, New Mexico, was contracted
to conduct a biological survey of the project area, which was completed on June 15, 2010.
Information regarding threatened and endangered species, vegetation, and wildlife is
summarized below. The Biological Survey Report is included in Appendix F.
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3.7.1 Threatened and Endangered Species
3.7.1.1 Affected Environment

Prior to conducting fieldwork, Adkins Consulting compiled a list of State and Federal listed
species which have the potential to occur in San Juan County. According to the USFWS,
NMDGF, New Mexico Natural Heritage Program, and the New Mexico Rare Plants
Technical Council, there are 22 Federal and State listed threatened or endangered species
that have the potential to occur in San Juan County. A list of these species, their habitat
associations, and a description of the potential for each to occur in the proposed action
area is provided in Table 3.7.1.
Table 3.7.1 – State and Federally Listed Threatened (T) or Endangered (E) Species with
Potential to Occur in San Juan County, New Mexico (NMDGF and USFWS)
Species
MAMMALS

Status

Habitat Associations

Black-footed Ferret
(Mustela nigripes)

E (USFWS)

Open grasslands with year-round
prairie dog colonies.

T (NM)

Preferred habitat of this species
is meadows in subalpine
coniferous forest; caves, rock
outcrops, sandstone cliffs,
woodlands.

Arctic peregrine falcon
(Falco peregrinus
tundrius)

T (NM)

Baird’s sparrow
(Ammodramus bairdii)

T (NM)

In New Mexico, this tundra
subspecies is a very rare migrant
through the state. Arctic
peregrine falcon breeds in the
North American tundra and
winters along the Gulf Coast
from Florida west to eastern
Mexico.
Prefers to breed in shortgrass
prairies; forage in grassland and
sometimes mountain meadows

Spotted Bat
(Euderma maculatum)

Potential To Occur In
Proposed Project Area
Prairie dogs or prairie dog
burrows occur with the
proposed project area.
However, proposed project
area is not located within
designated critical habitat
area.
Preferred habitat not
located within proposed
project area, but bat may
utilize proposed project area
for foraging.

BIRDS
No potential habitat in the
proposed project area;
Unlikely this species would
occur within the proposed
project area.

Grassland/pasture in
proposed project area is
marginal habitat for this
species due to previous
disturbance from grazing.
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Species
Bald eagle
(Haliaeetus
leucocephalus)

Status

Habitat Associations

T (NM)
Delisted
(USFWS)

Nests in forested areas adjacent
to large bodies of water.

Broad-billed
hummingbird
(Cynanthus latirostris
magicus)

T (NM)

Brown pelican
(Pelecanus
occidentalis)

E (NM)

Common black-hawk
(Buteogallus
anthracinus
anthracinus)

T (NM)

Found primarily in riparian
woodlands at low to moderate
elevations, 3,000-5,000 feet.
Prefers to nest in hackberry
thickets.
Found in coastal marine and
estuarine habitats year-round.
Rare inland but regularly visits
inland waters of the southwest
post-breeding. Forages in deep
water by diving for fish.
This species occurs in mature,
well-developed riparian
woodlands, especially cottonwoods, that are located near
permanent streams.

Gray vireo
(Vireo vicinior)

T (NM)

Inhabits mixed piñon-juniper and
oak scrub communities and arid
chaparral in hot climates.

Least tern (interior
population); (Sterna
antillarum)

E (NM)

Species is found near water and
in New Mexico uses bare ground,
islands, and sandbars for
breeding.

Mexican Spotted Owl
(Strix occidentalis
lucida)

T (USFWS)

Nests in caves, cliffs, or trees in
steep-walled canyons of mixed
conifer forests.

T (NM)

Nests in ledges or potholes on
cliffs in wooded/forested
habitats; Forages over riparian
woodlands, coniferous and
deciduous forests, shrublands,
prairies.

Peregrine falcon
(Falco peregrinus
anatum)

Potential To Occur In
Proposed Project Area
Animas River corridor is
adjacent to the proposed
project area. Potential
foraging habitat is present.
Riparian area in proposed
project area is minimal, and
elevation is above 5,000
feet.
No nesting or foraging
habitat in proposed project
area due to small size and
shallow depth of the nearby
Animas River.
Riparian area within project
area is minimal and does not
contain a mature, welldeveloped forest; Species
unlikely to occur in
proposed project area.
No piñon-juniper habitat
exists in the proposed
project area; Species
unlikely to occur in
proposed project area.
No potential habitat located
in within proposed project
area (no sandy shoreline or
sand bars); Unlikely for
species to occur in proposed
project area.
No suitable habitat in the
project area due to lack of
mixed conifer forests or
forested canyons; Unlikely
to occur within proposed
project area.
Potential foraging habitat
present adjacent to
proposed project area;
Minimal potential for
nesting habitat within the
proposed project area.
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Potential To Occur In
Proposed Project Area

Species

Status

Habitat Associations

Southwestern Willow
Flycatcher
(Empidonax traillii
extimus)

E (USFWS
and NM)

Breeds in dense, shrubby
riparian habitats, usually in close
proximity to surface water or
saturated soil.

The proposed project area is
located adjacent to the
Animas River corridor, and
riparian area is located
adjacent to and north of
project area. Riparian area
does not have required
density.

(E) NM

Pools and rapids of moderate to
large perennial rivers, large
reservoirs, usually with cut banks
large boulders or tree overhang;
young fish prefer quiet
backwaters

Animas River north of and
adjacent to proposed
project area; This species is
known to occur in the
Animas River.

Colorado pikeminnow
(Ptychocheilus lucius)

E (USFWS
and NM)

Large rivers with strong currents,
deep pools, and quiet
backwaters. Occurs in San Juan
River.

Animas River north of and
adjacent to proposed
project area; Species not
known to occur within the
Animas River.

Razorback Sucker
(Xyrauchen texanus)

E (USFWS)

Habitats include slow areas,
backwaters and eddies of
medium to large rivers:
impoundments

Animas River north of and
adjacent to the proposed
project area; Species not
known to occur within the
Animas River.

Salt desert scrub communities in
soils of the Nacimiento
Formation (5,000-6,000 ft).
Sandy clay of the Nacimiento
Formation in sparse shadscale
scrub (5,000-6,000 ft.)

No Nacimiento Formation in
the proposed project area.

Alluvial deposits that form
rolling, gravelly hills in piñonjuniper and sagebrush
communities (6,200-6,400 ft.).

Soils in the proposed project
area are not gravelly in
texture, and the proposed
project area is not located in
piñon-juniper and
sagebrush.

FISH
Roundtail chub
(Gila robusta)
(upper basin
populations)

PLANTS
Aztec gilia
(Gilia formosa)

E (NM)

Brack’s hardwall
cactus
(Sclerocactus cloveriae
ssp brackii)
Knowlton's Cactus
(Pediocactus
knowltonii)

E (NM)

E
(USFWS)

No Nacimiento Formation in
the proposed project area.
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Potential To Occur In
Proposed Project Area

Species

Status

Habitat Associations

Mancos Milkvetch
(Astragalus
humillimus)

E (USFWS
and NM)

Cracks of Point Lookout
Sandstone of the Mesa Verde
series (5,000-6,000 ft.).

Point Lookout Sandstone
does not occur in the
project area; Species
unlikely to occur in project
area.

Mesa Verde Cactus
(Sclerocactus mesaeverdae)

T
(USFWS)

Highly alkaline soils ins sparse
shale or adobe clay badlands of
the Mancos and Fruitland
formations (4,000 -5,500 feet).

Proposed project area
geology does not contain
any Mancos or Fruitland
Shale Formations; Species
unlikely to occur in project
area.

E (NM)

Alkaline springs, seeps, and
seasonally wet areas that occur
at the heads of drainages or on
gentle slopes at (2,600-7,200 ft)

No alkaline springs or flats
in the proposed project
area.

Parish alkali grass
(Puccinella parishii)

Seven of the listed species known to occur in San Juan County, New Mexico, were
identified as having habitat requirements approximating the habitat in or near the
proposed project area, including Black-footed ferret (Mustela nigripes), Spotted bat
(Euderma maculatum), Southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus),
Colorado pikeminnow (Ptychocheilus lucius), San Juan Razorback sucker (Xyrauchen
texanus), Roundtail chub (Gila robusta-upper basin populations), and Peregrine falcon
(Falco peregrinus anatum).
Black-footed ferret (Mustela nigripes)
An active Prairie dog colony with approximately 10 to 20 burrows is present in the
proposed project area. Black-footed ferret (Mustela nigripes) are known to inhabit
colonies such as this, however, this location does not have any documented ferret activity
and is not located in designated critical ferret habitat. No ferrets were observed during
the site inspection.
Spotted bat (Euderma maculatum)
The small strip of riparian area present along the northern edge of the proposed project
area would not provide breeding habitat for the spotted bat (Euderma maculatum). This
species breeds and inhabits higher elevations during June and July and wanders to lower
elevations in late summer and autumn. Rocky cliffs are necessary to provide suitable
cracks and crevices for roosting, as is access to water. These bats take in large quantities
of insects nightly and may use the vicinity of the project area for foraging during the late
summer and fall (BISON 2010).
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Southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus)
The riparian habitat in the proposed project area is of marginal quality for Southwestern
willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus) and is not located near or within any
designated critical habitat for this species. No Southwestern willow flycatcher
(Empidonax traillii extimus) vocalizations were noted, and their presence was not
observed during the site inspection by Adkins personnel.
Colorado pikeminnow (Ptychocheilus lucius) and San Juan Razorback sucker (Xyrauchen
texanus)
The proposed project area is located adjacent to the Animas River, which is a tributary to
the San Juan River. Populations of Colorado pikeminnow (Ptychocheilus lucius) and San
Juan River Razorback sucker (Xyrauchen texanus) are known to occur in the San Juan
River in San Juan County, New Mexico (USFWS 2002); however, these species are
presently not known to occur in the Animas River. The proposed project area is not
located in designated critical habitat for either the San Juan River Razorback sucker
(Xyrauchen texanus) or the Colorado pikeminnow (Ptychocheilus lucius).
Roundtail chub (Gila robusta) (upper basin populations)
Roundtail chub (Gila robusta) has been documented in the Animas River, which is
adjacent to the proposed project area (Carman, S.M. in Adkins, 2010).
Peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus anatum)
Peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus anatum) occupies non-riparian habitats exclusively or
nearly so in the breeding season, except for drinking and bathing. Peregrines almost
always choose nest sites above 100 to 200 feet, and breeding/young rearing season for
this species spans March through August before young are fledged. Peregrines take
virtually all of their prey on the wing, typically after a stoop or dive from above. Prey
consists almost entirely of birds, these ranging in size from swallows to ducks and large
shorebirds (BISON 2010). The pasture/agricultural land and the river in the vicinity of the
proposed project area may provide foraging habitat for this species.
3.7.1.2 Environmental Consequences

Based on information provided within the Biological Survey, the species discussed above
do not have potential to occur within or in close proximity to the proposed project area
with the exception of the following three species: the Roundtail chub (Gila robusta),
which has been documented in the Animas River located adjacent to the proposed
project area; the Spotted bat (Euderma maculatum), which may use the areas in the
vicinity of the proposed project area as foraging habitat; and the Peregrine falcon (Falco
peregrinus anatum), which may also use the area in the vicinity of the proposed project
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area for foraging. No State or Federal threatened or endangered species were found
residing with the proposed project area.
The proposed action may result in a slight increase in erosion and sediment loading due
to ground disturbing activities; however, leaving a riparian vegetation buffer strip in place
should minimize any impacts to the potential presence of the Roundtail chub (Gila
robusta). No significant impacts to airborne insect populations are anticipated; therefore,
potential impacts to the Spotted bat (Euderma maculatum) foraging habitat are
considered to be negligible. Finally, short term impacts to Peregrine falcon (Falco
peregrinus anatum) foraging habitat are also considered to be negligible, since the
construction activities cover a small area and will be short in duration.
Based on the responses from agency information request letters, the proposed action
does not appear to have additional potential negative impacts on State or Federal
threatened or endangered species.
3.7.1.3 Mitigation

Mitigation measures may include minimizing duration of construction and BMPs which
will prevent sediment from leaving the site and entering the Animas River. Leaving the
existing vegetation between the well house and the Animas River intact during
construction should serve as an effective measure in preventing silt or sediment loading
to the Animas River.
3.7.2 Wildlife
3.7.2.1 Affected Environment

The biological survey completed by Adkins Consulting in June 2010 included wildlife
resources in the project area. Wildlife species observed by Adkins Consulting during the
site visit included Violet green swallow (Tachycineta thalassina), Cliff swallow
(Petrochelidon pyrrhonota), Western kingbird (Tyrannus verticalis), Mourning dove
(Zenaida macroura), and Dark-eyed junco (Junco hyemalis). Wildlife species observed by
AES personnel included the prairie dog (Cynomys sp.) and red-tailed hawk (Buteo
jamaicensis calurus).
3.7.2.2 Environmental Consequences

The proposed project area is located adjacent to the Animas River. During the
construction phase, there is a possibility that minor wildlife disturbances will occur when
the water pipeline trench is constructed within the area of dense vegetation near the
existing well house. Many of the species present in the project area will temporarily
relocate during construction and return following construction completion. The proposed
action may temporarily negatively affect the existing wildlife community within the
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project area, but the disturbance will be minimal and on a short-term basis during
construction.
3.7.2.3 Mitigation

Efforts will be made to minimize the effect of construction on the species inhabiting the
project area. If possible, the planned project will be scheduled for construction during
times of low wildlife activity (after breeding period or spawning run). All construction
activity would be limited to the proposed area of disturbance. Upon completion of
construction activities, the area would be allowed to re-establish itself in order to
minimize the impacts to wildlife. Any hazardous materials present at the site during or
post-construction will be stored in an appropriate manner to minimize risks to human
health or the environment.
3.7.3 Migratory Birds
3.7.3.1 Affected Environment

Executive Order 13186, dated January 17, 2001, calls for increased efforts to more fully
implement the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918. The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA),
as amended, implements various treaties for the protection of migratory birds from
capturing, killing, possessing, selling, purchasing, shipping, transporting or exporting
migratory birds.
3.7.3.2 Environmental Consequences

Adult migratory birds will not likely be directly impacted by the proposed action because
of their mobility and ability to avoid areas of human activity. Any nests within the area of
the proposed action may be directly impacted, along with eggs and juveniles. The
increased human presence during construction may indirectly disturb or displace adults
from nests and foraging habitats for a short period of time, one month or less. Operation
of the filtration unit will result in only a slight increase in human activity in the immediate
proposed action area. Effects to the population status of migratory birds are not
anticipated due to the mobility of individuals and the abundance of adjacent habitat for
these species. In consideration of these factors, it is anticipated that there will be low
short-term and minimal long-term effects to migratory birds as a result of the proposed
action.
3.7.3.3 Mitigation

If possible, SMDWA will attempt to schedule construction activities to occur outside of
breeding season, typically March through August.
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3.7.4 Vegetation
3.7.4.1 Affected Environment

A riparian area occurs in a thin strip (approximately 60 feet wide) on the north side of the
proposed project area adjacent to the Animas River. The riparian area is sparse and
lacking tall, old growth canopy and consists mainly of Russian olive (Elaeagnus
angustifolia) and mixed willow species (Salix gooddingii) and (Salix exiqua Nutt.). The
southern portion of the proposed project area is pasture land composed of lightly grazed
mixed grasses. Some dominant grass species in this area include Bluegrass (Poa sp.),
Western wheat grass (Agropyron smithii), and Cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum L.). The
following Class C invasive weed species were noted within the project area during the
biological survey in June 2010 and include Cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum), Russian olive
(Elaeagnus angustifolia), and Saltcedar (Tamarix spp.). The Biological Survey Report,
which includes a list of all vegetation observed, is included in Appendix F.
3.7.4.2 Environmental Consequences

Impacts to vegetation within the proposed project area will include disturbance of
vegetation located within the footprint of the proposed filtration system building and by
the installation of the buried water pipeline. It is anticipated that disturbance to
vegetation will be minimal, with an estimated removal of 5 to 10 small Russian olives
(Elaeagnus angustifolia) and Narrowleaf willow (Salix exiqua Nutt.) trees. Russian olive is
considered to be a non-native or invasive species, and therefore removal of this species
will have slight positive impacts.
3.7.4.3 Mitigation

The proposed action would include allowing riparian vegetation to re-establish itself after
project construction. It is anticipating that re-establishment of Russian olives and
narrowleaf willows will occur quickly, and it is also anticipated that grasses in the former
pasture area will also reseed itself quickly after the installation of the waterline. In
addition, any noxious weed species within the proposed project area will be sprayed or
hand pulled from the site in order to allow native vegetation to populate the project area.
Spraying for noxious weeds will be very limited in scope and should spraying of a
herbicide be necessary, spraying will occur only during dry times of the year to prevent
surface water (river) contamination by herbicides.
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3.8

Water Quality Issues

3.8.1 Surface Water
3.8.1.1 Affected Environment

The project area generally gradually slopes north toward the Animas River. The proposed
project area is located immediately south of the Animas River and falls within the Animas
River watershed (USGS Hydrologic Catalog ID# 14080104), which drains to the San Juan
River and then ultimately to the Colorado River. The Animas River (between the San Juan
River to Estes Arroyo) is included on the NMED Surface Water Quality Bureau (SWQB) list
of 303(d) impaired waters for which total maximum daily loads (TMDLs) are being
monitored for nutrients (i.e. nutrient/eutrophication biological indicators).
The NMED-SWQB was contacted for project information or identification of any other
issues that may impact the project. NMED-SWQB did not submit a comment regarding
the proposed project.
3.8.1.2 Environmental Consequences

Potential impacts to surface water may occur as a result of construction of the proposed
project. During construction, soil disturbance within the proposed project area may be
subjected to erosion by wind and/or water and may result in transportation of sediment
into the nearby Animas River. However, this potential is minimal because an existing
vegetative buffer strip between the well house and the Animas River will be left
undisturbed. Post-construction impacts to surface water are not anticipated.
3.8.1.3 Mitigation

The construction phase of the proposed project will not require the preparation and
implementation of a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) and application for
coverage under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
Construction General Permit (GCP) because the area of construction disturbance is
anticipated to be less than one acre. Although SMDWA is not required to prepare a
SWPPP, BMPs will be utilized in order to prevent sediment from leaving the project area.
BMPs will most likely include the use of vegetative buffer strips and earth berms.
3.8.2 Groundwater
3.8.2.1 Affected Environment

Groundwater in the proposed project area consists of Animas River alluvium in
unconfined conditions. Depth to groundwater can range between 4 and 10 feet below
ground surface. Groundwater is considered to be usable, and a records search of wells
registered with the New Mexico Office of the State Engineer (NMOSE) indicates there are

Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association
Proposed Water System Improvements Environmental Report
September 1, 2010
Page 19

approximately 50 wells within the general project area (1-mile radius). Note that the
SMDWA Well #1 is located within this shallow formation and has been determined to be
GUDI of the Animas River.
Based on information provided in the July 14, 2010, letter received from USEPA Region 6,
Sole Source Aquifer Program, the proposed project does not lie within the boundaries of
a designated sole source aquifer. The agency response from NMED-DWB stated that
there are no known conflicts with the requirements under NMED laws and regulations.
3.8.2.2 Environmental Consequences

The proposed action will have minimal potential short-term and long-term impacts on the
local groundwater. The anticipated design of the filtration system lacks the typical waste
stream or need for a large discharge pond, which will minimize the risk of spills and
potential contamination of groundwater.
3.8.2.3 Mitigation

To minimize impacts to groundwater, SMDWA will utilize BMPs to prevent spills during
the construction phase of the proposed project. Additionally, during the life of the
filtration system, SMDWA will perform daily maintenance and inspections to prevent and
quickly identify and mitigate any spills or leaks. No waste stream discharge is anticipated
with the proposed project, and SMDWA currently does not anticipate the need to acquire
a groundwater discharge permit. In the event that the final project design specifies a
small pond, then SMDWA will obtain all necessary permits prior to construction. The
proposed project engineering and construction will comply with all New Mexico Drinking
Water Regulations and with Water Quality Control Commission (WQCC) Regulations
(20.6.2 NMAC).

3.9

Coastal Resources

There are no coastal resources within the proposed project area. Impacts to these
resources do not apply in New Mexico.

3.10 Socio-Economic/Environmental Justice Issues
In February 1994, Executive Order 12898 was issued to address the environmental and
health conditions in minority and low-income communities. This Order requires Federal
agencies to assess projects to ensure that there are no disproportionately high or adverse
environmental, health, or safety effects on minority and low-income populations. The
USDA issued DR 5600-2 (Environmental Justice), dated December 1997, which requires
consideration of environmental justice into NEPA review.

Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association
Proposed Water System Improvements Environmental Report
September 1, 2010
Page 20

3.10.1 Socio-Economic Issues
3.10.1.1 Affected Environment

The proposed action is located within a rural area within San Juan County. This area is
comprised of rural households and agricultural and grazing areas. Household incomes in
this area vary, with some households having lower median incomes than other portions
of San Juan County. For the year 2008, the median household income was $45,971 (USDA
Economic Research Service, 2010). The primary industries in San Juan County include
electric power production via coal fired power plants, natural gas and oil production, coal
mining, cattle ranching, and farming.
3.10.1.2 Environmental Consequences

The proposed project will benefit the local population by providing safe and economical
drinking water. In addition, a few short-term and temporary construction-related jobs
may result from the proposed project. The long-term increase to socio-economics is expected
to be low.
3.10.1.3 Mitigation

No mitigation issues associated with socio-economic issues are anticipated.
3.10.2 Environmental Justice Issues
3.10.2.1 Affected Environment

According to the 2000 census, there were 113,801 people in San Juan County (US Census
Bureau, San Juan county Quick Facts 2010), with an estimated population of 122,427 in
2007. The ethnic distribution within San Juan County is approximately 44 percent
Caucasian, 36 percent Native Americans, 17 percent Hispanic or Latino, with the
remainder split between African American, Native Hawaiian, and Asian populations.
3.10.2.2 Environmental Consequences

Under the proposed action, no disruptions or disproportionate negative impacts to any
communities or groups are anticipated. The proposed action will directly improve the
water quality available to the SMDWA customer base. As a result, the net impact of the
proposed action will be positive.
3.10.2.3 Mitigation

No mitigation measures have been identified at this time.
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3.11 Miscellaneous Issues
3.11.1 Air Quality
3.11.1.1 Affected Environment

Air quality in the San Juan Basin is affected both by nearby industry and by natural
terrain. The primary sources of air pollutants in the basin are from electrical power
generation plants, oil/gas refineries and treating facilities, and natural gas compressor
stations. Additional air quality impairments result from the cumulative impact of area
motor vehicle emissions and dust. Because the San Juan Basin is a natural depression, air
masses sometimes stagnate from a lack of circulation, periodically resulting in poor air
quality. The NMED Air Quality Bureau (AQB) is responsible for enforcing the State and
National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) in New Mexico.
The States of New Mexico and Colorado have convened an Air Quality Task Force to
address the air quality issues and challenges facing the Four Corners region. Specific
concerns include the NAAQS and Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) increment
compliance, degradation of visibility, and increased deposition. The Four Corners Air
Quality Task Force Final Report (November 2007) outlined potential mitigation strategies
currently under development and evaluation. Additional information can be found at the
following website: www.nmenv.state.nm.us/aqb/4C/.
The NMED AQB was contacted requesting information the proposed action may have on
the air quality within San Juan County. In correspondence from the NMED Environmental
Impact Review Coordinator, dated July 19, 2010, it was stated that San Juan County is
currently considered to be in attainment with all New Mexico and NAAQS.
3.11.1.2 Environmental Consequences

During construction of the proposed action, minor and temporary air quality impacts,
primarily associated with particulates, volatile organics, NOx, carbon dioxide, and carbon
monoxide, may occur. Use of heavy equipment and ground disturbance would cause
some dust and vehicle exhaust to enter the air in the project area. However, air quality
would not be significantly adversely affected by the proposed action.
In the July 2010 response letter from the NMED Environmental Impact Review
Coordinator, it was indicated that NMAC 20.2.72 should be consulted to determine air
quality permitting and modeling requirements. The NMED-AQB also specifically
mentioned that all asphalt, concrete, quarrying, crushing and screening facilities
contracted in conjunction with the proposed action must have current and proper air
quality permits. NMED AQB does not anticipate that the proposed project will contribute
negatively to air quality on a long-term basis.
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3.11.1.3 Mitigation

Possible mitigation measures may include dampening access roads to prevent dust.
Additionally, no construction waste will be burned on-site; instead it will be removed and
transported to the Waste Management Landfill for disposal. No project-specific air
quality permits from the NMED-AQB for the proposed construction activities are
anticipated.
3.11.2 Transportation
3.11.2.1 Affected Environment

The predominant land use around the project area is residential and rural agriculture.
The project area is located approximately 0.2 miles north of CR 3000. Heavy equipment
and work trucks will be using CR 3000 to enter the construction site.
3.11.2.2 Environmental Consequences

The proposed action will have short-term, minor impacts on local County paved roads.
The proposed project may result in temporary and short-term lane closures while
equipment enters and exits the project area. In the agency response letter dated July 13,
2010, NMDOT stated it did not anticipate that need for SMDWA to obtain any permits as
part of the proposed action.
3.11.2.3 Mitigation

SMDWA will minimize vehicular traffic impacts by entering or exiting the construction site
at off-peak times, if possible. In addition, a traffic control plan with appropriate signage
will be developed and implemented if construction is determined to significantly impact
local road traffic.
3.11.3 Noise
3.11.3.1 Affected Environment

The project area is located along the Animas River Corridor in area of rural residential
property and farm land in San Juan County. Everyday noise pollution is attributed to local
traffic (including oil field traffic), farm equipment, and various residential activities.
3.11.3.2 Environmental Consequences
Under the proposed action, short-term noise within the vicinity would moderately increase during
construction and would result from the operation of vehicles and construction equipment. This

impact would be of short duration and during construction only (approximately one
month or less). Operation of vehicles and equipment would be primarily during normal
working hours. Night time noise levels will not be affected, because construction will occur
between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Long-term noise effects will be minimal; the filtration unit
(powered by electric motors) will be located within a permanent building and will operate
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within normal noise level ranges for its design. Therefore, the proposed action is not
anticipated to have any significant noise impacts within the general vicinity.
3.11.3.3 Mitigation

No mitigation requirements related to noise are proposed.

4.0 Summary of Mitigation Measures
A summary of mitigation measures associated with the proposed action are summarized
below in Table 4.0.
Table 4.0 – Mitigation Measures Summary

Resources
Important Farmland
Formally Classified Lands

Floodplains

Soils
Navigable Waters of
U.S./Wetlands
Historic Properties

Visual Aesthetics

Threatened and Endangered
Species
Wildlife

Mitigation Measure
None anticipated
None anticipated
Follow local government regulations and implement
engineering controls to minimize flood impacts. Raise
foundation grade elevation 3 to 4 feet, and minimize clearing
of riparian vegetation.
Pre-construction inspection and post-construction inspection
from the local floodplain manager.
Implement BMPS to prevent erosion and minimize sediment
loading to the Animas River. Segregate topsoil removed during
ground disturbance and utilize for reclamation or reestablishment of vegetation.
Implement BMPS, such as riparian vegetation buffer strip. No
ground disturbing activities within waters of the U.S.
Monitor construction. If cultural resources are encountered,
halt construction activities and contact SHPO. If human
remains/burials are encountered, also contact the Office of the
Medical Examiner
Ensure that proposed filtration building is painted uniformly in
a color that is similar to existing homes and structures in the
vicinity. Store any equipment or materials either within the
filtration building or outdoors and out of sight from nearby
homes and paved road, if possible.
Minimize duration of construction. Implement BMPs to
prevent sediment loading to Animas River.
Minimize area of disturbance and conduct construction
activities outside of extremely active periods (breeding and
spawning). Contain materials which may be hazardous to
wildlife.
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Resources
Migratory Birds

Vegetation/Noxious Weeds

Surface Water
Ground Water
Coastal
Socioeconomic
Environmental Justice
Air Quality

Transportation

Noise

Mitigation Measure
Schedule construction to occur outside breeding season
(March through August), if possible.
Allow vegetation to re-establish itself. Destruction of noxious
weeds via hand-pulling or limited herbicide application. Apply
herbicides only during dry periods to minimize impact to
surface waters.
Implement BMPs to prevent leaks or unauthorized releases
from occurring at the site; use riparian vegetation buffer strips
adjacent to river to prevent sediment loading to the river.
Implement BMPs to prevent leaks or unauthorized releases
from occurring at the site.
Not applicable
None .anticipated
None anticipated
Dampen access roads as needed to prevent dust. Properly
dispose of construction debris (do not burn construction
debris).
Bring in supplies and heavy equipment to the site during offpeak travel times, if possible. Develop and implement a traffic
control plan if significant traffic impacts are anticipated.
Operate heavy equipment during normal business hours.
Monitor noise of system once installed to ensure that unit is
operating correctly.

In addition to the mitigation measures presented above, SMDWA will inspect the
proposed project area and any equipment, materials, and buildings on-site on a routine
basis. Any repairs or maintenance work completed will be documented by SMDWA.
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5.0 Correspondence and Coordination
5.1

Agencies Consulted

Comments and/or project information requests for the proposed action were conducted
with the following agencies:

















New Mexico Office of Cultural Affairs, State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO);
Applicable Tribal Contacts for Projects located in San Juan County, New Mexico;
U.S. Department of Interior – National Park Service, Intermountain Region;
U.S. Department of Interior – Fish and Wildlife Service, New Mexico Ecological
Services Office;
New Mexico Department of Game and Fish, Conservation Services Division;
New Mexico Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department, Forestry
Division;
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Albuquerque District, Regulatory Branch;
U.S. Department of Agriculture – Natural Resources Conservation Service, New
Mexico State Office;
New Mexico Environment Department, Environmental Impact Review
Coordinator;
 New Mexico Environment Department, Surface Water Quality Bureau
 New Mexico Environment Department, Ground Water Quality Bureau
 New Mexico Environment Department, Drinking Water Bureau
 New Mexico Environment Department, Air Quality Bureau
 New Mexico Environment Department, Solid Waste Bureau
New Mexico Office of the State Engineer;
New Mexico Department of Transportation;
New Mexico State Land Office;
New Mexico Department of Homeland Security, Emergency Management;
Federal Emergency Management Agency, Region VI;
Local (San Juan County) Flood Plain Administrator.

The agency response tracking table is included as Appendix A, and copies of information
request letters are presented as Appendix B. Agency responses are included in Appendix
C.
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6.0 List of Preparers
The following individuals assisted in the preparation of the Environmental Report:
Ross Kennemer – B.S. Wildlife and Fisheries Biology
Animas Environmental Services, LLC
624 East Comanche
Farmington, New Mexico 87401
rkennemer@animasenvironmental.com
Deborah Watson – B.S. Geology, M.S. Geology
Animas Environmental Services, LLC
624 East Comanche
Farmington, New Mexico 87401
dywatson@animasenvironmental.com
Elizabeth McNally, P.E., - B.S. Environmental Engineering, B.A. Anthropology
Animas Environmental Services, LLC
624 East Comanche
Farmington, New Mexico 87401
emcnally@animasenvironmental.com
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Agency/Party

Phone Number

Agency Response Tracking Table
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association
Request for Information‐Environmental Report
Aztec, San Juan County, New Mexico
Date of
Date Reply Date of Follow‐ Date of Follow‐
Date Sent
Response
Received
Up
Up Response

Comments

Local Contacts:
San Juan County EM/Floodplain Manager

A pre‐development plan and post‐development final
inspection will be required.

505‐334‐1180

06/24/10

06/25/10

6/26/2010

NM Department of Transportation

505‐827‐3234

06/24/10

07/13/10

7/13/2010

NM Energy, Minerals and Natural
Resources

505‐476‐3347

06/24/10

NM Game and Fish

505‐476‐8000

06/24/10

NM Office of the State Engineer

505‐827‐6175

06/24/10

NM State Historic Preservation Office

505‐827‐6320

06/24/10

NM State Land Office

505‐827‐5857

06/24/10

NMED Environmental Impact Coordinator 505‐476‐3724

06/24/10

07/19/10

7/21/2010

NMED Air Quality Bureau

505‐827‐1494

06/24/10

07/19/10

7/21/2010

NMED Drinking Water Bureau

505‐827‐1400

06/24/10

07/19/10

7/21/2010

There are no known conflict with requirements
under NMED laws and regulations

NMED Ground Water Quality

505‐827‐2918

06/24/10

07/19/10

7/21/2010

Determine if a discharge permit is required, and
advises that all parties involved be aware of
notification requirements for accidental discharges.

State Contacts:

08/03/10

07/09/10

8/3/2010

8/3/2010

7/12/2010

State office forwarded letter to Aztec office. Resent
letter to Robert Genualdi district supervisor. Sent
email 8/3/10 with no issues presented.

8/3/2010

07/21/10

Project does not appear to involve NMDOT
permitting or funding.
Sent copy of letter via email to Arthur Blazer.
Received a response from Robert Sivinski use list at
state office and compare with field survey. Call with
any questions or concerns
Department does not anticipate significant impacts
to wildlife or sensitive habitats.

7/23/2010

8/3/2010

8/3/2010

8/3/2010

8/3/2010

Requested survey report for review. Cannot
provide a determination of effect until the report is
reviewed.
Spoke with David Eck‐‐will be issuing a statement
via email. No conflict b/c state trust land not
involved.
Responses provided from Air Quality, Drinking
Water, and Ground Water
Project as proposed should not anticipate to
contribute negatively to air quality on a long‐term
basis.
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Agency/Party
NMED Solid Waste Bureau
NMED Surface Water Quality

NM Department of Homeland
Security/EM

Phone Number

Agency Response Tracking Table
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association
Request for Information‐Environmental Report
Aztec, San Juan County, New Mexico
Date of
Date Reply Date of Follow‐ Date of Follow‐
Date Sent
Response
Received
Up
Up Response

Comments

505‐827‐2775

06/24/10

8/3/2010

8/3/2010

No Comment

505‐827‐0187

06/24/10

8/3/2010

8/3/2010

No Comment

505‐476‐9617

06/24/10

940‐898‐5399

06/24/10

06/29/10

Coordinate with local floodplain adm and be sure all
NFIP cod of Regulations 44 (CFR) part 60, Executive
Order 11988, follow all development regulations,
and local flood damage prevention ordinances.

7/1/2010

Federal Contacts:
FEMA

8/3/2010

8/3/2010

Based on conversation with Dale Hoff, FEMA
recommends contacting local floodplain manager.
Issued a preliminary jurisdicitional determination
(JD) and requested more infomration. Assigned the
project account number SPS‐2009‐00349. A site
inspection occurred on 8/24/10, and the rep.
determined that the project would not have an
impact on jurisdicational waters of the US. Letter
received 8/25/10
Contact NMDept of Game and Fish and NM energy,
minerals and natural resources dep, forestry
division, be sure biological survey is conducted for
the noted species.
No parks will be affected and therefore no
comment.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers ‐
Albuquerque District

505‐342‐3282

06/24/10

07/09/10

7/12/2010

U.S. DOI Fish & Wildlife Service

505‐346‐2525

06/24/10

07/02/10

7/3/2010

U.S. DOI National Park Service

303‐969‐2377

06/24/10

07/19/10

7/21/2010

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Serv 800‐410‐2067

06/24/10

07/06/10

7/9/2010

No prime or unique farmlands in the project area

USEPA Region 6 Groundwater Center

06/24/10

07/14/10

7/19/2010

Project is not located within the boundaries of a
sole source acquifer.

8/26/2010

Hopi Cultural Preservation Office requested a copy
of the Cultural Resources Report. This report was
sent via email. On 8/27/10 via email, a
representative from the office said that there were
no historic properties significant to the Hopi Tribe
affected by the proposed project.

214‐665‐2191

8/25/2010

Tribal Contacts:

Hopi Tribal Council

928‐734‐2441

06/24/10

08/16/10

8/3/2010

8/27/2010
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Kiowa Tribe
Laguna Pueblo

580‐654‐2300
505‐552‐6654

Agency Response Tracking Table
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association
Request for Information‐Environmental Report
Aztec, San Juan County, New Mexico
Date of
Date Reply Date of Follow‐ Date of Follow‐
Comments
Date Sent
Response
Received
Up
Up Response
06/24/10
8/3/2010
Waiting for response
06/24/10
07/08/10
7/9/2010
No impact at this time

Navajo Nation

928‐871‐6352

06/24/10

Ohkay Owingeh
Southern Ute Tribe
Ute Mountain Tribe

505‐852‐4400
970‐563‐0100
970‐565‐3751

06/24/10
06/24/10
06/24/10

Agency/Party

Phone Number

7/21/2010

8/3/2010

Waiting for response from NNHPD; Response
received from NNME‐PWSSP on 7/21 ‐ no issues

8/3/2010
8/3/2010
8/3/2010

Waiting for response
Waiting for response
Waiting for response
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June 23, 2010
John D’Antonio, State Engineer
New Mexico Office of the State Engineer
P.O. Box 25102
Santa Fe, NM 87504‐5102
RE:

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
SOUTHSIDE MUTUAL DOMESTIC WATER ASSOCIATION
PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Dear Mr. D’Antonio:
Animas Environmental Services, LLC (AES), on behalf of the Southside Mutual Domestic Water
Association, located in Aztec, New Mexico, is in the process of performing an environmental
review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Utility Service (RUS) in order to assess the environmental impacts of
proposed water system improvements to the existing water well located south of the Animas
River near Flora Vista, New Mexico. The proposed project consists of treating pumped
groundwater with an Ultra Filtration System for total dissolved solids (TDS) and
cryptosporidium prior to distribution to customers. The well, which was installed in about
1979, currently produces approximately 90 gallons per minute (gpm), and service from this well
is provided to approximately 120 customers. A topographic site location map is attached along
with a Project Summary sheet.
AES and Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association request that your office review the
Project Summary for assessment of potential environmental impacts and identification of any
issues that may require evaluation. Any information you may wish to provide regarding
environmental impacts or suggestions for mitigating impacts will be appreciated and taken into
consideration.
We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need further information or wish to
discuss the project, please contact Elizabeth McNally, AES, at 505.564.2281 or
emcnally@animasenvironmental.com.

June 23, 2010
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Sincerely,

Deborah Watson
Project Manager

Attachments: Project Summary Sheet
USGS Topographic Site Location Map

cc:

Janet Beasley
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Users Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 161
Flora Vista, NM 87415

June 23, 2010
Georgia Cleverly, Environmental Impact Review Coordinator
New Mexico Environment Department
P.O. Box 5469
Santa Fe, NM 87502
RE:

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
SOUTHSIDE MUTUAL DOMESTIC WATER ASSOCIATION
PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Dear Ms. Cleverly:
Animas Environmental Services, LLC (AES), on behalf of the Southside Mutual Domestic Water
Association, located in Aztec, New Mexico, is in the process of performing an environmental
review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Utility Service (RUS) in order to assess the environmental impacts of
proposed water system improvements to the existing water well located south of the Animas
River near Flora Vista, New Mexico. The proposed project consists of treating pumped
groundwater with an Ultra Filtration System for total dissolved solids (TDS) and
cryptosporidium prior to distribution to customers. The well, which was installed in about
1979, currently produces approximately 90 gallons per minute (gpm), and service from this well
is provided to approximately 120 customers. A topographic site location map is attached along
with a Project Summary sheet.
AES and Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association request that your office review the
Project for assessment of potential environmental impacts and identification of any issues
which may require evaluation. Any information you may wish to provide regarding
environmental impacts or suggestions for mitigating impacts will be appreciated and taken into
consideration. Please note that AES has solicited comments from the following NMED bureaus:
Surface Water Quality Bureau, Ground Water Quality Bureau, Drinking Water Bureau, Solid
Waste Bureau, and Air Quality Bureau.
We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need further information or wish to
discuss the project, please contact Elizabeth McNally, AES, at 505.564.2281 or
emcnally@animasenvironmental.com.

June 23, 2010
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Sincerely,

Deborah Watson
Project Manager

Attachments: Project Summary Sheet
USGS Topographic Site Location Map

cc:

Janet Beasley
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Users Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 161
Flora Vista, NM 87415

June 23, 2010
Wally Murphy, Supervisor
U.S. Department of Interior – Fish and Wildlife Service
New Mexico Ecological Services Field Office
2105 Osuna NE
Albuquerque, NM 87113‐1001
RE:

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
SOUTHSIDE MUTUAL DOMESTIC WATER ASSOCIATION
PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Dear Mr. Murphy:
Animas Environmental Services, LLC (AES), on behalf of the Southside Mutual Domestic Water
Association, located in Aztec, New Mexico, is in the process of performing an environmental
review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Utility Service (RUS) in order to assess the environmental impacts of
proposed water system improvements to the existing water well located south of the Animas
River near Flora Vista, New Mexico. The proposed project consists of treating pumped
groundwater with an Ultra Filtration System for total dissolved solids (TDS) and
cryptosporidium prior to distribution to customers. The well, which was installed in about
1979, currently produces approximately 90 gallons per minute (gpm), and service from this well
is provided to approximately 120 customers. A topographic site location map is attached along
with a Project Summary sheet.
The proposal should not represent a “major construction activity” as defined in 50 Code of
Federal Regulations (CFR) 402.02. A biological survey of the proposed project area has been
conducted by a qualified contractor, and a report is pending. Please advise us of any present
concerns you may have related to possible effects of the project listed above on such species or
critical habitat, as well as any other wildlife concerns.
We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need further information or wish to
discuss the project, please contact Elizabeth McNally, AES, at 505.564.2281 or
emcnally@animasenvironmental.com.

June 23, 2010
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Sincerely,

Deborah Watson
Project Manager

Attachments: Project Summary Sheet
USGS Topographic Site Location Map

cc:

Janet Beasley
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Users Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 161
Flora Vista, NM 87415

June 23, 2010
Matt Wunder, Division Chief
New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
Conservation Services Division
P.O. Box 25112
Santa Fe, NM 877504
RE:

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
SOUTHSIDE MUTUAL DOMESTIC WATER ASSOCIATION
PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Dear Chief Wunder:
Animas Environmental Services, LLC (AES), on behalf of the Southside Mutual Domestic Water
Association, located in Aztec, New Mexico, is in the process of performing an environmental
review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Utility Service (RUS) in order to assess the environmental impacts of
proposed water system improvements to the existing water well located south of the Animas
River near Flora Vista, New Mexico. The proposed project consists of treating pumped
groundwater with an Ultra Filtration System for total dissolved solids (TDS) and
cryptosporidium prior to distribution to customers. The well, which was installed in about
1979, currently produces approximately 90 gallons per minute (gpm), and service from this well
is provided to approximately 120 customers. A topographic site location map is attached along
with a Project Summary sheet.
A biological survey of the proposed project area has been conducted by a qualified contractor,
and a report is pending. Please advise us of any present concerns you may have related to
possible effects of the project listed above on such species or critical habitat, as well as any
other wildlife concerns.
We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need further information or wish to
discuss the project, please contact Elizabeth McNally, AES, at 505.564.2281 or
emcnally@animasenvironmental.com.

June 23, 2010
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Sincerely,

Deborah Watson
Project Manager

Attachments: Project Summary Sheet
USGS Topographic Site Location Map

cc:

Janet Beasley
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Users Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 161
Flora Vista, NM 87415

June 23, 2010
Michele Truby‐Tillen
San Juan County
209 S. Oliver
Aztec, NM 87410
RE:

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
SOUTHSIDE MUTUAL DOMESTIC WATER ASSOCIATION
PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Dear Ms. Truby‐Tillen:
Animas Environmental Services, LLC (AES), on behalf of the Southside Mutual Domestic Water
Association, located in Aztec, New Mexico, is in the process of performing an environmental
review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Utility Service (RUS) in order to assess the environmental impacts of
proposed water system improvements to the existing water well located south of the Animas
River near Flora Vista, New Mexico. The proposed project consists of treating pumped
groundwater with an Ultra Filtration System for total dissolved solids (TDS) and
cryptosporidium prior to distribution to customers. The well, which was installed in about
1979, currently produces approximately 90 gallons per minute (gpm), and service from this well
is provided to approximately 120 customers. A topographic site location map is attached along
with a Project Summary sheet.
AES and Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association request the assistance of your office in
identifying if the proposed project will be located within a designated floodway and if there are
any development requirements or permits required. Please advise us of any present concerns
you may have related to possible effects of the project listed above.
We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need further information or wish to
discuss the project, please contact Elizabeth McNally, AES, at 505.564.2281 or
emcnally@animasenvironmental.com.

June 23, 2010
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Sincerely,

Deborah Watson
Project Manager

Attachments: Project Summary Sheet
USGS Topographic Site Location Map

cc:

Janet Beasley
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Users Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 161
Flora Vista, NM 87415

June 23, 2010
Colleen Vaughn
New Mexico Department of Transportation
Environmental Section
P.O. Box 1149
Santa Fe, NM 87504
RE:

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
SOUTHSIDE MUTUAL DOMESTIC WATER ASSOCIATION
PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Dear Ms. Vaughn:
Animas Environmental Services, LLC (AES), on behalf of the Southside Mutual Domestic Water
Association, located in Aztec, New Mexico, is in the process of performing an environmental
review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Utility Service (RUS) in order to assess the environmental impacts of
proposed water system improvements to the existing water well located south of the Animas
River near Flora Vista, New Mexico. The proposed project consists of treating pumped
groundwater with an Ultra Filtration System for total dissolved solids (TDS) and
cryptosporidium prior to distribution to customers. The well, which was installed in about
1979, currently produces approximately 90 gallons per minute (gpm), and service from this well
is provided to approximately 120 customers. A topographic site location map is attached along
with a Project Summary sheet.
AES and Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association request that your office review the
Project Summary for assessment and identification of potential transportation impacts. Any
information you may wish to provide regarding impacts or suggestions for mitigating impacts
will be appreciated and taken into consideration.
We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need further information or wish to
discuss the project, please contact Elizabeth McNally, AES, at 505.564.2281 or
emcnally@animasenvironmental.com.

June 23, 2010
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Sincerely,

Deborah Watson
Project Manager

Attachments: Project Summary Sheet
USGS Topographic Site Location Map

cc:

Janet Beasley
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Users Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 161
Flora Vista, NM 87415

June 23, 2010
Mary Uhl, Chief
New Mexico Environment Department
Air Quality Bureau
1301 Siler Road
Building B
Santa Fe, NM 87507
RE:

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
SOUTHSIDE MUTUAL DOMESTIC WATER ASSOCIATION
PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Dear Ms. Uhl:
Animas Environmental Services, LLC (AES), on behalf of the Southside Mutual Domestic Water
Association, located in Aztec, New Mexico, is in the process of performing an environmental
review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Utility Service (RUS) in order to assess the environmental impacts of
proposed water system improvements to the existing water well located south of the Animas
River near Flora Vista, New Mexico. The proposed project consists of treating pumped
groundwater with an Ultra Filtration System for total dissolved solids (TDS) and
cryptosporidium prior to distribution to customers. The well, which was installed in about
1979, currently produces approximately 90 gallons per minute (gpm), and service from this well
is provided to approximately 120 customers. A topographic site location map is attached along
with a Project Summary sheet.
AES and Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association request that your office review the
Project Summary for assessment of potential environmental impacts and identification of any
issues to be evaluated. Any information you may wish to provide regarding environmental
impacts or suggestions for mitigating impacts will be appreciated and taken into consideration.
We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need further information or wish to
discuss the project, please contact Elizabeth McNally, AES, at 505.564.2281 or
emcnally@animasenvironmental.com.

June 23, 2010
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Sincerely,

Deborah Watson
Project Manager

Attachments: Project Summary Sheet
USGS Topographic Site Location Map

cc:

Janet Beasley
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Users Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 161
Flora Vista, NM 87415

June 23, 2010
Margaret Ryan, Chief
New Mexico Environment Department
Drinking Water Bureau
525 Camina de Los Marquez, Suite #1
Santa Fe, NM 87505
RE:

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
SOUTHSIDE MUTUAL DOMESTIC WATER ASSOCIATION
PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Dear Ms. Ryan:
Animas Environmental Services, LLC (AES), on behalf of the Southside Mutual Domestic Water
Association, located in Aztec, New Mexico, is in the process of performing an environmental
review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Utility Service (RUS) in order to assess the environmental impacts of
proposed water system improvements to the existing water well located south of the Animas
River near Flora Vista, New Mexico. The proposed project consists of treating pumped
groundwater with an Ultra Filtration System for total dissolved solids (TDS) and
cryptosporidium prior to distribution to customers. The well, which was installed in about
1979, currently produces approximately 90 gallons per minute (gpm), and service from this well
is provided to approximately 120 customers. A topographic site location map is attached along
with a Project Summary sheet.
AES and Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association request that your office review the
Project Summary for assessment of potential environmental impacts and identification of any
issues to be evaluated. Any information you may wish to provide regarding environmental
impacts or suggestions for mitigating impacts will be appreciated and taken into consideration.
We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need further information or wish to
discuss the project, please contact Elizabeth McNally, AES, at 505.564.2281 or
emcnally@animasenvironmental.com.

June 23, 2010
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Sincerely,

Deborah Watson
Project Manager

Attachments: Project Summary Sheet
USGS Topographic Site Location Map

cc:

Janet Beasley
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Users Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 161
Flora Vista, NM 87415

June 23, 2010
Bill Olson
New Mexico Environment Department
Ground Water Quality Bureau
P.O. Box 5469
Santa Fe, NM 87502
RE:

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
SOUTHSIDE MUTUAL DOMESTIC WATER ASSOCIATION
PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Dear Mr. Olson:
Animas Environmental Services, LLC (AES), on behalf of the Southside Mutual Domestic Water
Association, located in Aztec, New Mexico, is in the process of performing an environmental
review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Utility Service (RUS) in order to assess the environmental impacts of
proposed water system improvements to the existing water well located south of the Animas
River near Flora Vista, New Mexico. The proposed project consists of treating pumped
groundwater with an Ultra Filtration System for total dissolved solids (TDS) and
cryptosporidium prior to distribution to customers. The well, which was installed in about
1979, currently produces approximately 90 gallons per minute (gpm), and service from this well
is provided to approximately 120 customers. A topographic site location map is attached along
with a Project Summary sheet.
AES and Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association request that your office review the
Project Summary for assessment of potential environmental impacts and identification of any
issues that require evaluation. Any information you may wish to provide regarding
environmental impacts or suggestions for mitigating impacts will be appreciated and taken into
consideration.
We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need further information or wish to
discuss the project, please contact Elizabeth McNally, AES, at 505.564.2281 or
emcnally@animasenvironmental.com.

June 23, 2010
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Sincerely,

Deborah Watson
Project Manager

Attachments: Project Summary Sheet
USGS Topographic Site Location Map

cc:

Janet Beasley
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Users Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 161
Flora Vista, NM 87415

June 23, 2010
Auralie Ashley‐Marx, Chief
New Mexico Environment Department
Solid Waste Bureau
P.O. Box 5469
Santa Fe, NM 87502
RE:

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
SOUTHSIDE MUTUAL DOMESTIC WATER ASSOCIATION
PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Dear Ms. Ashley‐Marx:
Animas Environmental Services, LLC (AES), on behalf of the Southside Mutual Domestic Water
Association, located in Aztec, New Mexico, is in the process of performing an environmental
review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Utility Service (RUS) in order to assess the environmental impacts of
proposed water system improvements to the existing water well located south of the Animas
River near Flora Vista, New Mexico. The proposed project consists of treating pumped
groundwater with an Ultra Filtration System for total dissolved solids (TDS) and
cryptosporidium prior to distribution to customers. The well, which was installed in about
1979, currently produces approximately 90 gallons per minute (gpm), and service from this well
is provided to approximately 120 customers. A topographic site location map is attached along
with a Project Summary sheet.
AES and Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association request that your office review the
Project Summary for assessment of potential environmental impacts and identification of any
issues that may require evaluation. Any information you may wish to provide regarding
environmental impacts or suggestions for mitigating impacts will be appreciated and taken into
consideration.
We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need further information or wish to
discuss the project, please contact Elizabeth McNally, AES, at 505.564.2281 or
emcnally@animasenvironmental.com.

June 23, 2010
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Sincerely,

Deborah Watson
Project Manager

Attachments: Project Summary Sheet
USGS Topographic Site Location Map

cc:

Janet Beasley
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Users Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 161
Flora Vista, NM 87415

June 23, 2010
Bureau Chief
New Mexico Environment Department
Surface Water Quality Bureau
P.O. Box 5469
Santa Fe, NM 87502
RE:

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
SOUTHSIDE MUTUAL DOMESTIC WATER ASSOCIATION
PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Dear Chief:
Animas Environmental Services, LLC (AES), on behalf of the Southside Mutual Domestic Water
Association, located in Aztec, New Mexico, is in the process of performing an environmental
review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Utility Service (RUS) in order to assess the environmental impacts of
proposed water system improvements to the existing water well located south of the Animas
River near Flora Vista, New Mexico. The proposed project consists of treating pumped
groundwater with an Ultra Filtration System for total dissolved solids (TDS) and
cryptosporidium prior to distribution to customers. The well, which was installed in about
1979, currently produces approximately 90 gallons per minute (gpm), and service from this well
is provided to approximately 120 customers. A topographic site location map is attached along
with a Project Summary sheet.
AES and Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association request that your office review the
Project Summary for assessment of potential environmental impacts and identification of any
issues that may require evaluation. Any information you may wish to provide regarding
environmental impacts or suggestions for mitigating impacts will be appreciated and taken into
consideration.
We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need further information or wish to
discuss the project, please contact Elizabeth McNally, AES, at 505.564.2281 or
emcnally@animasenvironmental.com.

June 23, 2010
Page 2

Sincerely,

Deborah Watson
Project Manager

Attachments: Project Summary Sheet
USGS Topographic Site Location Map

cc:

Janet Beasley
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Users Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 161
Flora Vista, NM 87415

June 23, 2010
Dennis Alexander, State Conservationist
U.S. Department of Agriculture – Natural Resources Conservation Service
New Mexico State Office
6200 Jefferson, NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109
RE:

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
SOUTHSIDE MUTUAL DOMESTIC WATER ASSOCIATION
PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Dear Mr. Alexander:
Animas Environmental Services, LLC (AES), on behalf of the Southside Mutual Domestic Water
Association, located in Aztec, New Mexico, is in the process of performing an environmental
review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Utility Service (RUS) in order to assess the environmental impacts of
proposed water system improvements to the existing water well located south of the Animas
River near Flora Vista, New Mexico. The proposed project consists of treating pumped
groundwater with an Ultra Filtration System for total dissolved solids (TDS) and
cryptosporidium prior to distribution to customers. The well, which was installed in about
1979, currently produces approximately 90 gallons per minute (gpm), and service from this well
is provided to approximately 120 customers. A topographic site location map is attached along
with a Project Summary sheet.
We are requesting information on the possible effects of the proposal on important farmland
and any recommendations you have to minimize or avoid these effects. We also seek your
assessment of the compatibility of the proposed project with State and local government or any
private programs and policies important to farmland.
We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need further information or wish to
discuss the project, please contact Elizabeth McNally, AES, at 505.564.2281 or
emcnally@animasenvironmental.com.

June 23, 2010
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Sincerely,

Deborah Watson
Project Manager

Attachments: Project Summary Sheet
USGS Topographic Site Location Map

cc:

Janet Beasley
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Users Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 161
Flora Vista, NM 87415

June 23, 2010
Sam Cata, Director
New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs – State Historic Preservation Division
407 Galisteo Street
Suite 236
Santa Fe, NM 87501
RE:

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
SOUTHSIDE MUTUAL DOMESTIC WATER ASSOCIATION
PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Dear Director Cata:
Animas Environmental Services, LLC (AES), on behalf of the Southside Mutual Domestic Water
Association, located in Aztec, New Mexico, is in the process of performing an environmental
review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Utility Service (RUS) in order to assess the environmental impacts of
proposed water system improvements to the existing water well located south of the Animas
River near Flora Vista, New Mexico. The proposed project consists of treating pumped
groundwater with an Ultra Filtration System for total dissolved solids (TDS) and
cryptosporidium prior to distribution to customers. The well, which was installed in about
1979, currently produces approximately 90 gallons per minute (gpm), and service from this well
is provided to approximately 120 customers. A topographic site location map is attached along
with a Project Summary sheet.
An archeological survey of the proposed project area has been conducted by a qualified
contractor, and a report is pending. Please advise us of any present concerns you may have
related to possible historic properties that may be affected by the project listed above. In
addition, please provide any recommendations you may have to mitigate or avoid impacts, to
properties that may be affected.
We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need further information or wish to
discuss the project, please contact Elizabeth McNally, AES, at 505.564.2281 or
emcnally@animasenvironmental.com.

June 23, 2010
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Sincerely,

Deborah Watson
Project Manager

Attachments: Project Summary Sheet
USGS Topographic Site Location Map

cc:

Janet Beasley
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Users Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 161
Flora Vista, NM 87415

June 23, 2010
Bill Borthwick, CFM
Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Management
13 Bataan Boulevard
P.O. Box 27111
Santa Fe, NM 87508
RE:

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
SOUTHSIDE MUTUAL DOMESTIC WATER ASSOCIATION
PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Dear Mr. Borthwick:
Animas Environmental Services, LLC (AES), on behalf of the Southside Mutual Domestic Water
Association, located in Aztec, New Mexico, is in the process of performing an environmental
review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Utility Service (RUS) in order to assess the environmental impacts of
proposed water system improvements to the existing water well located south of the Animas
River near Flora Vista, New Mexico. The proposed project consists of treating pumped
groundwater with an Ultra Filtration System for total dissolved solids (TDS) and
cryptosporidium prior to distribution to customers. The well, which was installed in about
1979, currently produces approximately 90 gallons per minute (gpm), and service from this well
is provided to approximately 120 customers. A topographic site location map is attached along
with a Project Summary sheet.
AES and Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association request the assistance of your office in
identifying if the proposed project will be located within a designated floodway and if there are
any development requirements or permits required. Please advise us of any present concerns
you may have related to possible effects of the project listed above.
We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need further information or wish to
discuss the project, please contact Elizabeth McNally, AES, at 505.564.2281 or
emcnally@animasenvironmental.com.

June 23, 2010
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Sincerely,

Deborah Watson
Project Manager

Attachments: Project Summary Sheet
USGS Topographic Site Location Map

cc:

Janet Beasley
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Users Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 161
Flora Vista, NM 87415

June 23, 2010
Allan Steinle, Chief
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Albuquerque District
Regulatory Division
4101 Jefferson Plaza, NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109‐3435
RE:

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
SOUTHSIDE MUTUAL DOMESTIC WATER ASSOCIATION
PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Dear Chief Steinle:
Animas Environmental Services, LLC (AES), on behalf of the Southside Mutual Domestic Water
Association, located in Aztec, New Mexico, is in the process of performing an environmental
review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Utility Service (RUS) in order to assess the environmental impacts of
proposed water system improvements to the existing water well located south of the Animas
River near Flora Vista, New Mexico. The proposed project consists of treating pumped
groundwater with an Ultra Filtration System for total dissolved solids (TDS) and
cryptosporidium prior to distribution to customers. The well, which was installed in about
1979, currently produces approximately 90 gallons per minute (gpm), and service from this well
is provided to approximately 120 customers. A topographic site location map is attached along
with a Project Summary sheet.
AES and Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association request that your office review the
Project Summary for assessment of potential environmental impacts and identification of any
issues that may require evaluation. Any information you may wish to provide regarding
environmental impacts or suggestions for mitigating impacts will be appreciated and taken into
consideration.
We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need further information or wish to
discuss the project, please contact Elizabeth McNally, AES, at 505.564.2281 or
emcnally@animasenvironmental.com.

June 23, 2010
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Sincerely,

Deborah Watson
Project Manager

Attachments: Project Summary Sheet
USGS Topographic Site Location Map

cc:

Janet Beasley
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Users Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 161
Flora Vista, NM 87415

June 23, 2010
Michael Overbay, GWC Coordinator
United States Environmental Protection Agency
Region 6 Ground Water Center
1445 Ross Avenue, 6WQ‐SG
Dallas, TX 75202
RE:

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
SOUTHSIDE MUTUAL DOMESTIC WATER ASSOCIATION
PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Dear Mr. Overbay:
Animas Environmental Services, LLC (AES), on behalf of the Southside Mutual Domestic Water
Association, located in Aztec, New Mexico, is in the process of performing an environmental
review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Utility Service (RUS) in order to assess the environmental impacts of
proposed water system improvements to the existing water well located south of the Animas
River near Flora Vista, New Mexico. The proposed project consists of treating pumped
groundwater with an Ultra Filtration System for total dissolved solids (TDS) and
cryptosporidium prior to distribution to customers. The well, which was installed in about
1979, currently produces approximately 90 gallons per minute (gpm), and service from this well
is provided to approximately 120 customers. A topographic site location map is attached along
with a Project Summary sheet.
AES and Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association request that your office review the
Project Summary for assessment of potential environmental impacts and identification of any
issues that may require evaluation. Any information you may wish to provide regarding
environmental impacts or suggestions for mitigating impacts will be appreciated and taken into
consideration.
We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need further information or wish to
discuss the project, please contact Elizabeth McNally, AES, at 505.564.2281 or
emcnally@animasenvironmental.com.

June 23, 2010
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Sincerely,

Deborah Watson
Project Manager

Attachments: Project Summary Sheet
USGS Topographic Site Location Map

cc:

Janet Beasley
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Users Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 161
Flora Vista, NM 87415

June 23, 2010
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Region VI
800 N. Loop 288
Denton, TX 76209
RE:

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
SOUTHSIDE MUTUAL DOMESTIC WATER ASSOCIATION
PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Dear Floodplain Coordinator:
Animas Environmental Services, LLC (AES), on behalf of the Southside Mutual Domestic Water
Association, located in Aztec, New Mexico, is in the process of performing an environmental
review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Utility Service (RUS) in order to assess the environmental impacts of
proposed water system improvements to the existing water well located south of the Animas
River near Flora Vista, New Mexico. The proposed project consists of treating pumped
groundwater with an Ultra Filtration System for total dissolved solids (TDS) and
cryptosporidium prior to distribution to customers. The well, which was installed in about
1979, currently produces approximately 90 gallons per minute (gpm), and service from this well
is provided to approximately 120 customers. A topographic site location map is attached along
with a Project Summary sheet.
AES and Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association request the assistance of your office in
identifying if the proposed project will be located within a designated floodway and if there are
any development requirements or permits required. We are in the process of reviewing FEMA
floodplain maps and are in correspondence with state and local floodplain officials. Please
advise us of any present concerns you may have related to possible effects of the project listed
above.
We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need further information or wish to
discuss the project, please contact Elizabeth McNally, AES, at 505.564.2281 or
emcnally@animasenvironmental.com.

June 23, 2010
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Sincerely,

Deborah Watson
Project Manager

Attachments: Project Summary Sheet
USGS Topographic Site Location Map

cc:

Janet Beasley
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Users Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 161
Flora Vista, NM 87415

June 23, 2010
Butch Blazer
New Mexico Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department
Forestry Division
1220 South St. Francis Drive
Santa Fe, NM 87505
RE:

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
SOUTHSIDE MUTUAL DOMESTIC WATER ASSOCIATION
PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Dear Mr. Blazer:
Animas Environmental Services, LLC (AES), on behalf of the Southside Mutual Domestic Water
Association, located in Aztec, New Mexico, is in the process of performing an environmental
review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Utility Service (RUS) in order to assess the environmental impacts of
proposed water system improvements to the existing water well located south of the Animas
River near Flora Vista, New Mexico. The proposed project consists of treating pumped
groundwater with an Ultra Filtration System for total dissolved solids (TDS) and
cryptosporidium prior to distribution to customers. The well, which was installed in about
1979, currently produces approximately 90 gallons per minute (gpm), and service from this well
is provided to approximately 120 customers. A topographic site location map is attached along
with a Project Summary sheet.
AES and Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association request that your office review the
Project Summary for any State‐listed threatened and endangered species and any other
important State natural resources that may occur in the project area. Please provide any
recommendations you may have to mitigate or avoid these impacts. A biological survey has
been completed of the project area by a qualified contractor, and a report is pending.
We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need further information or wish to
discuss the project, please contact Elizabeth McNally, AES, at 505.564.2281 or
emcnally@animasenvironmental.com.

June 23, 2010
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Sincerely,

Deborah Watson
Project Manager

Attachments: Project Summary Sheet
USGS Topographic Site Location Map

cc:

Janet Beasley
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Users Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 161
Flora Vista, NM 87415

June 23, 2010
Marcelino Aguino, Governor
Ohkay Owingeh
P.O. Box 1099
San Juan Pueblo, NM 87566
RE:

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
SOUTHSIDE MUTUAL DOMESTIC WATER ASSOCIATION
PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Dear Governor Aguino:
Animas Environmental Services, LLC (AES), on behalf of the Southside Mutual Domestic Water
Association, located in Aztec, New Mexico, is in the process of performing an environmental
review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Utility Service (RUS) in order to assess the environmental impacts of
proposed water system improvements to the existing water well located south of the Animas
River near Flora Vista, New Mexico. The proposed project consists of treating pumped
groundwater with an Ultra Filtration System for total dissolved solids (TDS) and
cryptosporidium prior to distribution to customers. The well, which was installed in about
1979, currently produces approximately 90 gallons per minute (gpm), and service from this well
is provided to approximately 120 customers. A topographic site location map is attached along
with a Project Summary sheet.
We would appreciate your determination whether there are religious or cultural ties to the
project area. Please advise us of any concerns you may have related to possible potential
impacts that may result from the proposed project.
We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need further information or wish to
discuss the project, please contact Elizabeth McNally, AES, at 505.564.2281 or
emcnally@animasenvironmental.com.

June 23, 2010
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Sincerely,

Deborah Watson
Project Manager

Attachments: Project Summary Sheet
USGS Topographic Site Location Map

cc:

Janet Beasley
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Users Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 161
Flora Vista, NM 87415

June 23, 2010
Manuel Heart, Chairman
Ute Mountain Ute Tribe
General Delivery
Towaoc, CO 81334
RE:

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
SOUTHSIDE MUTUAL DOMESTIC WATER ASSOCIATION
PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Dear Chairman Heart:
Animas Environmental Services, LLC (AES), on behalf of the Southside Mutual Domestic Water
Association, located in Aztec, New Mexico, is in the process of performing an environmental
review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Utility Service (RUS) in order to assess the environmental impacts of
proposed water system improvements to the existing water well located south of the Animas
River near Flora Vista, New Mexico. The proposed project consists of treating pumped
groundwater with an Ultra Filtration System for total dissolved solids (TDS) and
cryptosporidium prior to distribution to customers. The well, which was installed in about
1979, currently produces approximately 90 gallons per minute (gpm), and service from this well
is provided to approximately 120 customers. A topographic site location map is attached along
with a Project Summary sheet.
We would appreciate your determination whether there are religious or cultural ties to the
project area. Please advise us of any concerns you may have related to possible potential
impacts that may result from the proposed project.
We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need further information or wish to
discuss the project, please contact Elizabeth McNally, AES, at 505.564.2281 or
emcnally@animasenvironmental.com.

June 23, 2010
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Sincerely,

Deborah Watson
Project Manager

Attachments: Project Summary Sheet
USGS Topographic Site Location Map

cc:

Janet Beasley
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Users Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 161
Flora Vista, NM 87415

June 23, 2010
Matthew J. Box, Chairman
Southern Ute Tribe
P.O. Box 737
Ignacio, CO 81137
RE:

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
SOUTHSIDE MUTUAL DOMESTIC WATER ASSOCIATION
PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Dear Chairman Box:
Animas Environmental Services, LLC (AES), on behalf of the Southside Mutual Domestic Water
Association, located in Aztec, New Mexico, is in the process of performing an environmental
review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Utility Service (RUS) in order to assess the environmental impacts of
proposed water system improvements to the existing water well located south of the Animas
River near Flora Vista, New Mexico. The proposed project consists of treating pumped
groundwater with an Ultra Filtration System for total dissolved solids (TDS) and
cryptosporidium prior to distribution to customers. The well, which was installed in about
1979, currently produces approximately 90 gallons per minute (gpm), and service from this well
is provided to approximately 120 customers. A topographic site location map is attached along
with a Project Summary sheet.
We would appreciate your determination whether there are religious or cultural ties to the
project area. Please advise us of any concerns you may have related to possible potential
impacts that may result from the proposed project.
We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need further information or wish to
discuss the project, please contact Elizabeth McNally, AES, at 505.564.2281 or
emcnally@animasenvironmental.com.

June 23, 2010
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Sincerely,

Deborah Watson
Project Manager

Attachments: Project Summary Sheet
USGS Topographic Site Location Map

cc:

Janet Beasley
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Users Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 161
Flora Vista, NM 87415

June 23, 2010
President Joe Shirley, Jr.
Navajo Nation
P.O. Box 9000
Window Rock, AZ 86515
RE:

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
SOUTHSIDE MUTUAL DOMESTIC WATER ASSOCIATION
PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Dear President Shirley:
Animas Environmental Services, LLC (AES), on behalf of the Southside Mutual Domestic Water
Association, located in Aztec, New Mexico, is in the process of performing an environmental
review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Utility Service (RUS) in order to assess the environmental impacts of
proposed water system improvements to the existing water well located south of the Animas
River near Flora Vista, New Mexico. The proposed project consists of treating pumped
groundwater with an Ultra Filtration System for total dissolved solids (TDS) and
cryptosporidium prior to distribution to customers. The well, which was installed in about
1979, currently produces approximately 90 gallons per minute (gpm), and service from this well
is provided to approximately 120 customers. A topographic site location map is attached along
with a Project Summary sheet.
We would appreciate your determination whether there are religious or cultural ties to the
project area. Please advise us of any concerns you may have related to possible potential
impacts that may result from the proposed project.
We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need further information or wish to
discuss the project, please contact Elizabeth McNally, AES, at 505.564.2281 or
emcnally@animasenvironmental.com.

June 23, 2010
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Sincerely,

Deborah Watson
Project Manager

Attachments: Project Summary Sheet
USGS Topographic Site Location Map

cc:

Janet Beasley
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Users Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 161
Flora Vista, NM 87415

June 23, 2010
Don Tofpi
Kiowa Tribe of Oklahoma
P.O. Box 369
Carnegie, OK 73015
RE:

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
SOUTHSIDE MUTUAL DOMESTIC WATER ASSOCIATION
PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Dear Mr. Tofpi:
Animas Environmental Services, LLC (AES), on behalf of the Southside Mutual Domestic Water
Association, located in Aztec, New Mexico, is in the process of performing an environmental
review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Utility Service (RUS) in order to assess the environmental impacts of
proposed water system improvements to the existing water well located south of the Animas
River near Flora Vista, New Mexico. The proposed project consists of treating pumped
groundwater with an Ultra Filtration System for total dissolved solids (TDS) and
cryptosporidium prior to distribution to customers. The well, which was installed in about
1979, currently produces approximately 90 gallons per minute (gpm), and service from this well
is provided to approximately 120 customers. A topographic site location map is attached along
with a Project Summary sheet.
We would appreciate your determination whether there are religious or cultural ties to the
project area. Please advise us of any concerns you may have related to possible potential
impacts that may result from the proposed project.
We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need further information or wish to
discuss the project, please contact Elizabeth McNally, AES, at 505.564.2281 or
emcnally@animasenvironmental.com.

June 23, 2010
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Sincerely,

Deborah Watson
Project Manager

Attachments: Project Summary Sheet
USGS Topographic Site Location Map

cc:

Janet Beasley
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Users Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 161
Flora Vista, NM 87415

June 23, 2010
Governor John Antonio, Sr.
Pueblo of Laguna
P.O. Box 194
Laguna Pueblo, NM 87026
RE:

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
SOUTHSIDE MUTUAL DOMESTIC WATER ASSOCIATION
PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Dear Governor Antonio:
Animas Environmental Services, LLC (AES), on behalf of the Southside Mutual Domestic Water
Association, located in Aztec, New Mexico, is in the process of performing an environmental
review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Utility Service (RUS) in order to assess the environmental impacts of
proposed water system improvements to the existing water well located south of the Animas
River near Flora Vista, New Mexico. The proposed project consists of treating pumped
groundwater with an Ultra Filtration System for total dissolved solids (TDS) and
cryptosporidium prior to distribution to customers. The well, which was installed in about
1979, currently produces approximately 90 gallons per minute (gpm), and service from this well
is provided to approximately 120 customers. A topographic site location map is attached along
with a Project Summary sheet.
We would appreciate your determination whether there are religious or cultural ties to the
project area. Please advise us of any concerns you may have related to possible potential
impacts that may result from the proposed project.
We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need further information or wish to
discuss the project, please contact Elizabeth McNally, AES, at 505.564.2281 or
emcnally@animasenvironmental.com.

June 23, 2010
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Sincerely,

Deborah Watson
Project Manager

Attachments: Project Summary Sheet
USGS Topographic Site Location Map

cc:

Janet Beasley
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Users Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 161
Flora Vista, NM 87415

June 23, 2010
Leroy Ned Shingoitewa, Chairman
Hopi Tribal Council
P.O. Box 123
Kykotsmovi, AZ 86039
RE:

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
SOUTHSIDE MUTUAL DOMESTIC WATER ASSOCIATION
PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

Dear Chairman Shingoitewa:
Animas Environmental Services, LLC (AES), on behalf of the Southside Mutual Domestic Water
Association, located in Aztec, New Mexico, is in the process of performing an environmental
review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Rural Utility Service (RUS) in order to assess the environmental impacts of
proposed water system improvements to the existing water well located south of the Animas
River near Flora Vista, New Mexico. The proposed project consists of treating pumped
groundwater with an Ultra Filtration System for total dissolved solids (TDS) and
cryptosporidium prior to distribution to customers. The well, which was installed in about
1979, currently produces approximately 90 gallons per minute (gpm), and service from this well
is provided to approximately 120 customers. A topographic site location map is attached along
with a Project Summary sheet.
We would appreciate your determination whether there are religious or cultural ties to the
project area. Please advise us of any concerns you may have related to possible potential
impacts that may result from the proposed project.
We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need further information or wish to
discuss the project, please contact Elizabeth McNally, AES, at 505.564.2281 or
emcnally@animasenvironmental.com.

June 23, 2010
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Sincerely,

Deborah Watson
Project Manager

Attachments: Project Summary Sheet
USGS Topographic Site Location Map

cc:

Janet Beasley
Southside Mutual Domestic Water Users Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 161
Flora Vista, NM 87415

Deborah Watson
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Terry Morgart [TMorgart@hopi.nsn.us]
Friday, August 27, 2010 12:01 PM
Deborah Watson
RE: Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association report request

No historic properties significant to the Hopi Tribe affected.
t.
no hard copy necessary

From: Deborah Watson [mailto:dywatson@animasenvironmental.com]
Sent: Friday, August 27, 2010 9:27 AM
To: Terry Morgart
Subject: RE: Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association report request

Terry‐

I have attached a copy of the cultural resources survey report. I will also send a hard copy
to the Hopi Cultural Preservation Office. Please let me know if we can be of further
assistance. Thank you for your help.

Debbie

From: Terry Morgart [mailto:TMorgart@hopi.nsn.us]
Sent: Friday, August 27, 2010 8:47 AM
To: Deborah Watson
Subject: RE: Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association report request

Either or both

From: Deborah Watson [mailto:dywatson@animasenvironmental.com]
Sent: Thursday, August 26, 2010 1:21 PM
To: Terry Morgart
Subject: Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association report request

Hello Terry‐
1

We received a response dated August 16, 2010, from Mr. Kuwanwisiwma requesting a copy of the
cultural resources survey report for Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association. Do you or
Mr. Kuwanwisiwma have a preference on how the document is sent to your office? I have both
electronic and hard copy versions of the report available . Once again, please let me know
which method would work best for you. I look forward to hearing from you.

Debbie Watson

Deborah Watson
Project Manager
Animas Environmental Services, LLC
624 E. Comanche
Farmington, NM 87401
office: (505) 564‐2281
fax: (505) 324‐2022
dywatson@animasenvironmental.com <mailto:bwatson@animasenvironmental.com>
www.animasenvironmental.com

NOTICE: This e‐mail (and any attachments) may contain PRIVILEGED OR CONFIDENTIAL information
and is intended only for the use of the specific individual(s) to whom it is addressed. It
may contain information that is privileged and confidential under state and federal law. This
information may be used or disclosed only in accordance with law, and you may be subject to
penalties under law for improper use or further disclosure of the information in this e‐mail
and its attachments. If you have received this e‐mail in error, please immediately notify the
person named above by reply e‐mail, and then delete the original e‐mail. Thank you.

No virus found in this incoming message.
Checked by AVG ‐ www.avg.com
Version: 9.0.851 / Virus Database: 271.1.1/3095 ‐ Release Date: 08/27/10 00:34:00

No virus found in this incoming message.
Checked by AVG ‐ www.avg.com
Version: 9.0.851 / Virus Database: 271.1.1/3097 ‐ Release Date: 08/27/10 00:34:00

2

Environmental Design Division
Cultural Resources Bureau

To:

Elizabeth McNally, Animas Environmental Services

From:

Genevieve Head, Cultural Resources Analyst, Utilities Coordinator

Project:

Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association
Proposed Water System Improvements
San Juan County, NM

Date:

July 13, 2010

Ms. McNally:
Thank you for informing the New Mexico Department of Transportation Environmental
Design Division of the Southside Mutual Domestic Water Association’s proposed water system
improvements. As presented the project does not appear to involve NMDOT permitting or
funding. Should the project funding sources change to include NMDOT or FHWA, please
provide us with the environmental documentation for our review. If in the future the project will
require a permit to access NMDOT right of way, please submit an environmental clearance
request as part of the permit application process.
Thank you, and if you have any questions please feel free to contact me at 505-827-5356 or
genevieve.head@state.nm.us.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Sivinski, Robert, EMNRD
dywatson@animasenvironmental.com
Kostelnik, Kim, EMNRD; Blazer, Arthur B., EMNRD
RE: Request for Information regarding Southside Water Association
Tuesday, August 03, 2010 4:21:32 PM

Debbie,
If a biological report of your project area has been completed (as stated in your letter), simply
compare your field survey results with the San Juan County list of rare or endangered plants at the
New Mexico Rare Plants website at http://nmrareplants.unm.edu. If you have any species any
species of concern in your project area, I’d be glad to talk to you about them.
Bob Sivinski
Botanist
EMNRD-Forestry Division
505-476-3347

From: Deborah Watson [mailto:dywatson@animasenvironmental.com]
Sent: Tuesday, August 03, 2010 3:07 PM
To: Blazer, Arthur B., EMNRD
Subject: Request for Information regarding Southside Water Association

Mr. Blazer-

I am writing to follow-up on a Request for Information Letter for the Southside Mutual
Domestic Water Association Proposed Water System Improvements. This letter was mailed to
your office on June 23, 2010. I have attached a copy of the letter in the event you have not
received it. We look forward to hearing your comments regarding the proposed project.
Thank you for your assistance.
Have a wonderful day,
Debbie Watson

Deborah Watson
Project Manager
Animas Environmental Services, LLC
624 E. Comanche
Farmington, NM 87401
office: (505) 564-2281
fax: (505) 324-2022
dywatson@animasenvironmental.com
www.animasenvironmental.com
NOTICE: This e-mail (and any attachments) may contain PRIVILEGED OR CONFIDENTIAL information and is

intended only for the use of the specific individual(s) to whom it is addressed. It may contain information that
is privileged and confidential under state and federal law. This information may be used or disclosed only in
accordance with law, and you may be subject to penalties under law for improper use or further disclosure of
the information in this e-mail and its attachments. If you have received this e-mail in error, please immediately
notify the person named above by reply e-mail, and then delete the original e-mail. Thank you.

Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail, including all attachments is for the sole use of the
intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any
unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited unless specifically
provided under the New Mexico Inspection of Public Records Act. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender and destroy all copies of this message.
-- This email has been scanned by the Sybari - Antigen Email System.
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Biological Evaluation of federal threatened and endangered species and those candidate species
for federal listing by the USFWS in San Juan County, New Mexico

For the:
Flora Vista Water Filtration System
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South Side Mutual Domestic Water Users Association
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Animas Environmental Services
Farmington, NM

TES Species:
affect.

No Effect;

May affect, not likely to adversely affect;

Owner : South Side Mutual Domestic Water Users
Association

May affect, likely to adversely

Biologist: Maria Adkins
Date of Survey: June 15, 2010

Project: Flora Vista Water Filtration System
USGS 7.5’ Quad: Flora Vista; NM 7.5 USGS Quad
Description: Installation of a water filtration system
and connecting pipeline.
Filtration System Dimensions: 20’ x 30’
Water Pipeline Length x Width: 200’ x 20’

Legal Location: NW/4 Section 24, Township 30 North,
Range 12 West, NMPM
Descriptive Location: South of Animas River east of
Flora Vista, New Mexico.

Total Estimated Disturbance: 0.22 acres
County/State: San Juan County, New Mexico
Total Area Surveyed: 1.86 acres
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1.0

BACKGROUND/HISTORY

The purpose of this Biological Evaluation is to address the effect of the proposed Flora Vista Water
Filtration System Project on ESA-listed species, listed as endangered or threatened under the
Endangered Species Act (ESA), or their designated critical habitat.
This project is being carried out with federal grant money from the Rural Utility Service (RUS) and
managed by Animas Environmental Services. RUS provides grants to develop water and waste
disposal systems in rural areas and towns with a population not in excess of 10,000. Flora Vista is a
small rural community in San Juan County, NM. Drinking water requirements in this area are not
served by the neighboring municipal water utility companies.
The project involves the installation of a water filtration system with a connecting pipeline. The
pipeline would connect the new water filtration system with the existing pump station. The primary
function and purpose of the proposed project will be to filter dissolved mineral solids out of drinking
water before supplying it to households within the Southside Mutual Water Users Association
(SMWUA) boundaries in Flora Vista, NM.
According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and NM Dept. of Game and Fish, there are nineteen
federally and State of New Mexico listed Threatened and Endangered listed species (TES) with
potential to occur in San Juan County, New Mexico. Table 2 lists these species, their conservation
status, habitat requirements, and potential to occur in the proposed project area (PPA).
There was no early coordination and pre-consultation with the Service conducted regarding this
proposed action.
This Biological Evaluation, BE, prepared by the Adkins Consulting, Inc., addresses the proposed
action in compliance with Section 7 of the ESA. Section 7 assures that, through consultation (or
conferencing for proposed species) with the Service, federal actions do not jeopardize the continued
existence of any threatened, endangered or proposed species, or result in the destruction or adverse
modification of critical habitat. The proposed project must also be in compliance with the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) which makes intentional or unintentional harm of migratory bird species, or
active nests, illegal.
2.0

DESCRIPTION OF ACTION and PPA

The project area is located on approximately 1.86 acres of private property administered by the
SMDWUA in San Juan County, NM near the town of Flora Vista. The project area is located
approximately 822 feet north of San Juan County Road 3000, and directly south of the Animas River.
Local topography in the PPA includes gently sloping valley bottom terrain with horse pasture and
agricultural land surrounding. The area gradually slopes north toward the Animas River which flows
westerly and joins the San Juan River. Several low, north-south trending ridges are situated beyond
the immediate PPA to the south.
Riparian area occurs in a thin strip (approximately 60 feet across) on the north side of the PPA
adjacent to the Animas River. The riparian area is sparse and lacking tall, old growth canopy and
consists mainly of Russian Olive (Elaeagnus agustifolia) and mixed willow species (Salix gooddingii)
and (Salix exiqua Nutt.). The southern portion of the PPA is pasture land composed of lightly grazed
mixed grasses. Some dominant grass species in this area include Bluegrass (Poa sp.), Western
wheat grass (Agropyron smithii), and Cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum L.).
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The soil compostition, according to the U. S. D. A Soil Mapping Database, is composed mainly of
Apishapa clay. This soil is typically found in stream terraces and flood plains, and is poorly drained.
The surface layer is dark brown and deep with low to moderate salinity.
The proposed project area includes a water filtration system, connecting pipeline, and surrounding
construction zones. Access to the project area will be gained by an existing adjacent roadway.
The filtration unit will be installed using skids and will rest directly on the ground covering an area
approximately 20 feet by 30 feet. Surface preparation will not be required for the filtration unit.
Installation of the filtration unit will result in vehicle noise, and some light surface disturbance from
foot traffic and from the truck required to tow the unit onto the proposed location.
A pipeline will be constructed connecting the existing pumping station to the new water filtration
system unit. The pipeline will be approximately 200 feet in length and would require a construction
buffer zone approximately 20 feet in width. Approximately 5 to 10 Russian Olive (Elaeagnus
agustifolia) and Narrowleaf Willow (Salix exiqua Nutt) trees would be removed for the construction of
the pipeline. Equipment will be used during construction of the pipeline including chainsaws, a
backhoe or a dump truck. New surface disturbance from the pipeline construction would be
approximately 0.09 acres.
After project completion, the area will be reseeded to reduce soil erosion and silting of the nearby
Animas River. Any debris will be cleared and removed. Any chemical contaminant spills will be
remediated according to NM EPA standards. All cultural guidelines will be followed. The addition of
the filtration system will increase the quality of drinking water in this area.
The following table summarizes the potential direct and indirect effects by the proposed action as
defined by the ESA.
Table 1 Potential Effects
Flora Vista Water Filtration System
Potential Effect
Direct

Indirect (occurring later in
time)

Loss of habitat

Elimination of 0.09 acres of
riparian woodland not considered
dense or critical in nature.

Habitat fragmentation reducing
habitat quality

Infrastructure (roads, water,
supply, pets, maintenance
activities)

No new infrastructure

Pump station and filtration unit
will need only periodic
maintenance

Mortality
Access through adjacent
habitat

Unknown
None

Not likely to occur
None

Effect of noise/light during
construction

Some noise from construction
expected to last 1-2 days.

Low levels of noise from
filtration unit

Fragmentation
Growth induction
Increased predation
Water quality (watershed)

During construction activity
None
Not likely to occur
Minor increase in soil erosion and
silting of Animas River
Not considered critical habitat

Reduce habitat quality
None
Not likely to occur
Reseeding will reduce erosion
and silting over time
None

Recovery units/constituent
elements of critical habitat
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3.0

LISTED SPECIES & CRITICAL HABITAT IN THE PPA

Table 2. Species listed by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and by the New Mexico
Game and Fish Dept. with potential to occur in San Juan County, NM. (E = endangered; T = threatened)
CONSERVATION
STATUS
SPECIES
Federal

HABITAT ASSOCIATIONS

POTENTIAL TO OCCUR IN
THE ACTION OR PROJECT
AREA

Open grasslands with yearround prairie dog colonies.

Prairie dogs or prairie dog
burrows occur within the
proposed project area (PPA)

Preferred habitat of this
species is meadows in
Subalpine Coniferous Forest;
caves, rock outcrops,
sandstone cliffs, woodlands.

Riparian area in PPA lacks
significant woodland/large
trees for breeding. Potential
foraging habitat exists.

State of
NM

MAMMALS
Black-footed ferret
(Mustela nigripes)

E

Spotted bat (Euderma
maculatum)

T

BIRDS
Baird’s sparrow
(Ammodramus bairdii)

T

Bald eagle (Haliaeetus
leucocephalus alascanus)

T

Broad-billed hummingbird
(Cynanthus latirostris
magicus)

T

Brown pelican (Pelecanus
occidentalis carolinensis)

E

Common blackhawk
(Buteogallus anthracinus
anthracinus)

T

Gray vireo (Vireo vicinior)

T

Peregrine falcon (Falco
peregrinus anatum )

T
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Prefer to breed in shorgrass
prairies; forage in grassland
and sometimes mountain
meadows
Nests in forested areas
adjacent to large bodies of
water.
Found primarily in riparian
woodlands at low to moderate
elevations 3000-5000 feet.
Prefers to nest in hackberry
thickets.
Typically occurs in warm
marine waters. Rarely found
inland, usually by large lakes
or along major rivers.
Forages in deep water by
diving for fish.
Require mature, welldeveloped riparian forest
stands for breeding. Forage
over riparian woodland.
Occupies piñon and juniper
with interspersions of big
sagebrush.

Grassland/pasture in the PPA
is marginal habitat for this
species due to previous
disturbance from grazing.

Nest in ledges or potholes on
cliffs in wooded/forested
habitats; Forage over riparian

Potential foraging habitat in
PPA. Minimal riparian area
occurs in the PPA.

No large bodies of water in or
near the PPA.

Riparian area in PPA is
minimal and above 5000 feet.

No nesting or foraging habitat
in the PPA due to small size
and shallow depth of the
nearby river.
Riparian area in PPA is
minimal and does not contain
mature, well-developed
forest.
No potential habitat in the
PPA.
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CONSERVATION
STATUS
SPECIES

HABITAT ASSOCIATIONS
Federal

State of
NM

POTENTIAL TO OCCUR IN
THE ACTION OR PROJECT
AREA

woodlands, coniferous &
deciduous forests,
shrublands, prairies.
Arctic peregrine falcon
(Falco peregrinus tundrius)

Mexican spotted owl
(Strix occidentalis lucida)

T

T

Least tern (Sterna
antillarum athalassos)

Southwestern willow
flycatcher (Empidonax
traillii extimus)

E

E

E

A rare migrant, having been
verified in the state only in the
Roswell area. Breeds in the
Arctic.

No potential habitat in PPA.

Nests in caves, cliffs, or trees
in steep-walled canyons of
mixed conifer forests.

No potential habitat in PPA
due to a lack of mixed
coniferous forests, steep
walled canyons, caves and
cliff edges

Nests on sand bars and
reservoir shoreline; prefer a
flat, sandy substrate
essentially devoid of
vegetation
Breeds in dense, shrubby
riparian habitats, usually in
close proximity to surface
water or saturated soil.

No potential habitat in PPA.
No sandy shoreline or sand
bars.
No potential habitat occurs in
PPA. The riparian area is
minimal and does not have
the density required.

FISH
Roundtail chub Gila
robusta (upper basin
populations)

E

Colorado pikeminnow
(Ptychocheilus lucius)

E

Razorback sucker
(Xyrauchen texanus)

E
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Pools and rapids of moderate
to large perennial rivers, large
reservoirs, usually with cut
banks large boulders or tree
overhang; young fish prefer
quiet backwaters
Large rivers with strong
currents, deep pools, and
quiet backwaters. Occurs in
the San Juan River.
Habitats include slow areas,
backwaters and eddies of
medium to large rivers;
impoundments.

Perennial water source exists
nearby the PPA. This specis
is known to occur in the
Animas River.
Perennial water source exists
nearby the PPA. This
species is not known to occur
in the Animas River.
Perennial water source exists
nearby the PPA. This
species is not known to occur
in the Animas River.
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PLANTS
Knowlton’s cactus
(Pediocactus knowltonii)

Mancos milkvetch
(Astragalus humillimus)

E

Alluvial deposits that form
rolling, gravelly hills in piñonjuniper and sagebrush
communities (6,200-6,400 ft.).

Soils in the PPA are not
gravelly in texture and the
PPA is not located in piñonjuniper and sagebrush.

E

Cracks of Point Lookout
Sandstone of the Mesa Verde
series (5,000-6,000 ft.).

Point Lookout Sandstone
does not occur in the PPA.

Highly alkaline soils in sparse
PPA geology does not have
shale or adobe clay badlands
any Mancos or Fruitland
T
of the Mancos and Fruitland
Shale Formations.
formations (4,000-5,550 ft.)
Salt desert scrub
Aztec gilia
communities in soils of the
No Nacimiento Formation in
E
(Aliciella formosa)
Nacimiento Formation (5,000- the PPA.
6,000 ft).
Sandy clay of the Nacimiento
Brack’s hardwall cactus
Formation in sparse
No Nacimiento Formation in
(Sclerocactus cloveriae
E
shadscale scrub (5,000-6,000 the PPA.
ssp brackii)
ft.)
Alkaline springs, seeps, and
seasonally wet areas that
Parish’s alkali grass
No alkaline springs or flats in
occur at the heads of
E
(Puccinellia parishii)
the PPA.
drainages or on gentle slopes
at (2,600-7,200 ft)
Sources: US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 2010; and BISON 2010; NM Natural Heritage
Program 2010
Mesa Verde cactus
(Sclerocactus mesaeverde)

FIELD SURVEY
Prior to conducting fieldwork, Adkins Consulting compiled a list of federally listed, State of New
Mexico Department of Game and Fish listed species, and any migratory bird species with potential to
occur in San Juan County. Federally listed species were obtained from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (http://ifw2es.fws.gov/EndangeredSpecies/lists/ListSpecies.cfm) Southwest Region
endangered species list. State of New Mexico listed species and protected migratory bird species
were compiled from the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish and the New Mexico Natural
Heritage Program (http://nmnhp.unm.edu/bisonm/bisonquery.php). State of New Mexico sensitive
flora was compiled from the 1999 New Mexico Rare Plant Technical Council
(http://nmrareplants.unm.edu).
An on-site pedestrian survey of the proposed project area was conducted on 15 June 2010 between
1000-hrs and 1130-hrs. The survey consisted of walking transects within the perimeter of the
proposed filtration system and pipeline location including construction zones, and surrounding areas.
The surrounding areas were visually inspected with binoculars for birds, nests, raptors or past signs
of raptor use. Weather conditions were clear and calm. Air temperature was around 75 degrees F.
All plant and wildlife species observed in the proposed PPA were recorded, and digital photos were
taken.
Appendix E lists the bird species protected under the MBTA found in riparian areas in San Juan
County, NM. During the biological field inspection, five species were noted: Violet green swallow
(Tachycineta thalassina), Cliff swallow (Petrochelidon pyrrhonota), Western kingbird (Tyrannus
verticalis), Mourning dove (Zenaida macroura), Dark-eyed junco (Junco hyemalis).
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Seven of the listed species known to occur in San Juan County, NM were identified as having habitat
requirements approximating the habitat in or near the PPA: Southwestern willow flycatcher
(Empidonax traillii extimus), Black-footed ferret (Mustela nigripes), Colorado pikeminnow
(Ptychocheilus lucius), and San Juan Razorback sucker (Xyrauchen texanus) Roundtail chub (Gila
robusta-upper basin populations), Peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus anatum), and Spotted bat
(Euderma maculatum).
The riparian habitat in the proposed PPA is of marginal quality for Southwestern willow flycatcher
(Empidonax traillii extimus), and is not located near or within any designated critical habitat for this
species. No Southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus) vocalizations were noted and
their presence was not observed during the site inspection.
Peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus anatum) These birds occupy non-riparian habitats exclusively or
nearly so in the breeding season, except for drinking and bathing. Individuals almost always choose
nest sites above 100 to 200 feet. Breeding/young rearing season for this species spans March
through August before young are fledged. Peregrines take virtually all of their prey on the wing,
typically after a stoop or dive from above. Prey consists almost entirely of birds, these ranging in size
from swallows to ducks and large shorebirds (BISON 2010). The pasture/agricultural land and the
river in the vicinity of the PPA may provide foraging habitat for this species.
An active Prairie dog colony with approximately 10 to 20 burrows is present in the proposed PPA.
Black-footed ferret (Mustela nigripes) are known to inhabit colonies such as this, however, this location
does not have any documented ferret activity and is not located in designated critical ferret habitat.
No ferrets were observed during the site inspection.
The small strip of riparian area present in the PPA would not provide breeding habitat for the Spotted
bat (Euderma maculatum). This species breeds and inhabits higher elevations during June and July
and wanders to lower elevations in late summer and autumn. Rocky cliffs are necessary to provide
suitable cracks and crevices for roosting, as is access to water. These bats take in large quantities of
insects nightly and may use the vicinity of the PPA for foraging during the late summer and fall
(BISON 2010).
The PPA is located in close proximity to a perennial water source, the Animas River, which is a
tributary to the San Juan River. A population of Colorado pikeminnow (Ptychocheilus lucius) is
known to occur in the San Juan River in San Juan County, NM (USFWS 2002); however, this species
is presently not known to occur in the Animas River. A small population of San Juan River Razorback
sucker (Xyrauchen texanus) is known to occur in the San Juan River in San Juan County, NM
(USFWS 2002); however, it is presently not known to occur in the Animas River. The PPA is not
located in designated critical habitat for either the San Juan River Razorback sucker (Xyrauchen
texanus) or the Colorado pikeminnow (Ptychocheilus lucius).
Upon surveying the PPA and further analyzing their habitat requirements, it is the opinion of Adkins
Consulting, Inc., that the species discussed above do not have potential to occur in or in close
proximity to the PPA with the exception of the following three species: the Roundtail chub (Gila
robusta) which has been documented in the Animas River (Carman, 2006), which is located adjacent
to the PPA; the Spotted bat (Euderma maculatum) which may use the areas in the vicinity of the PPA
as foraging habitat; and the Peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus anatum) which may also use the area
in the vicinity of the PPA for foraging.

4.0

ENVIRONMENTAL BASELINE CONDITIONS

The PPA is currently being used as a horse pasture. Six to ten horses are kept year-round in the
pasture surrounding the proposed water filtration system location. The area is lightly grazed and has
extensive horse manure throughout the area. The pump station, to which the pipeline will be
Biological Evaluation
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connected, was constructed over 10 years ago and is situated adjacent to the south side of the
Animas River. An existing road lies directly west of the PPA.

5.0

EFFECTS OF THE ACTION

Several potential effects from this action are summarized in Table 1 in section 2.0. A slight increase
in erosion due to vegetation and ground disturbance could increase silting into the adjacent Animas
River. Potential effects from the proposed action that affect the Animas River could affect the San
Juan River downstream, however, the disturbance associated with this proposed action is minor, and
the area is not located in a sloping wash or drainage. Silting is not a factor leading to habitat
degradation of the San Juan River Razorback sucker (Xyrauchen texanus), the Colorado pikeminnow
(Ptychocheilus lucius), or the Roundtail chub (Gila robusta) as these species evolved in rivers with
seasonal fluctuations in flow and turbidity (Carlson and Muth 1989). This proposed project would not
require removing vegetation from the river bank which would preserve habitat quality for any
Roundtail chub (Gila robusta) that may be present.
None of the construction or maintenance activity required would likely reduce airborne insect
populations in the area preserving potential food resources for the Spotted bat (Euderma maculatum).
A small degree of vegetation removal from the riparian area may actually improve foraging habitat
quality for the Peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus anatum) by increasing exposure of potential prey
utilizing this as cover. Increasing edge habitat has been shown to increase hunting success for this
species (BISON 2010).
The duration of this action would be relatively short. The project could be completed within one to
two weeks. Maintenance would occur infrequently and would not require any heavy equipment
operation. This action would not increase traffic on the existing road significantly. Construction would
not occur during summer breeding season to avoid disturbing any active migratory bird nests that
may be encountered.
There are no interdependent activities identified for this action.
6.0 CUMULATIVE EFFECTS (Formal consultation only)
Not required for this proposed action.
7.0

CONCLUSIONS

We have summarized the listed threatened and endangered species found in San Juan County, NM,
their habitat requirements and their potential to occur in the project area. Potential effects from the
proposed project have been discussed with regard to these species. Each species is required to
have one of three effects determinations: no effect (NE), may affect, but is not likely to adversely
affect (NLAA), or may affect, and is likely to adversely affect (LAA). It is the opinion of Adkins
Consulting, Inc. that no effect would come to any listed species from this action. It is up to the
determining agency to make a final effects determination.
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Appendix E List of Birds Protected Under the MBTA
Blackbird, Brewer's

Euphagus cyanocephalus

Plants and Wildlife Observed
In PPA of Flora Vista Water
Filtration System

GRASSES
Poa sp.
Agropyron smithii
Elymus elymoides
Hilaria jamesii (Torr.) Benth.
Bromus tectorum L.
Bromus inermis

Bluegrass
Western wheat grass
Bottlebrush squirreltail
Galleta
Cheatgrass
Smooth brome

SHRUBS
Salix gooddingii C. R. Ball
Salix exiqua Nutt.
Gutierrezia sarothrae

Goodding’s willow
Narrowleaf willow
Broom snakeweed

FORBS
Erigeron sp.
Melilotus officinalis
Oenothera albicaulis
Eleocharis palustris

Wild daisies
Yellow sweet clover
Prairie evening primrose
Common spikerush

TREES
Elaeagnus angustifolia
Populus fremontii
Acer negundo

Russian Olive
Fremont Cottonwood
Boxelder

WEEDS
Salsola iberica
Tamarix ramosissima
Taraxacum officinale

Russian thistle
Tamarisk
Dandelion

BIRDS
Zenaida macroura
Tachycineta thalassina
Junco hyemalis
Petrochelidon pyrrhonota
Tyrannus verticalis

Mourning dove
Violet-green swallow
Dark-eyed junco
Cliff swallow
Western kingbird
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RIPARIAN

Bluebird, Western
Bunting, Indigo
Bunting, Lazuli
Catbird, Gray

Sialia mexicana bairdi (NM)
Passerina cyanea
Passerina amoena
Dumetella carolinensis ruficrissa (NM)
Poecile atricapilla septentrionalis
(NM);garrinus (NM)
Poecile gambeli gambeli (NM)
Phalacrocorax auritus auritus
(NM);albociliatus (NM,AZ)

Chickadee, Black‐capped
Chickadee, Mountain
Cormorant, Double‐crested
Cowbird, Brown‐headed

Molothrus ater obscurus (NM);artemisiae
(NM)
Corvus brachyrhynchos hesperis
(NM);hargravei (NM)
Lophodytes cucullatus

Crow, American
Duck, Merganser, Hooded
Duck, Merganser, Red‐
breasted
Duck, Pintail, Northern
Duck, Wood
Egret, Cattle
Egret, Great
Egret, Snowy

RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN

Mergus serrator serrator (NM)

RIPARIAN

Anas acuta
Aix sponsa
Bubulcus ibis ibis (NM)
Ardea alba egretta (NM)
Egretta thula brewsteri (NM)

RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN

Flicker, Northern

Colaptes auratus borealis (NM);collaris (NM)

RIPARIAN

Flycatcher, Olive‐sided

Contopus cooperi
Empidonax traillii brewsteri (NM);adastus
(NM)
Empidonax traillii extimus
Spinus tristis pallidus (NM)
Spinus psaltria psaltria (NM);hesperophilus
(NM)
Quiscalus quiscula versicolor (NM)
Coccothraustes vespertinus montanus
(NM);brooksi (NM);vespertinus (NM)

RIPARIAN

Flycatcher, Willow
Flycatcher, Willow, SW.
Goldfinch, American
Goldfinch, Lesser
Grackle, Common
Grosbeak, Evening

Buteo jamaicensis calurus (NM);harlani
(NM);fuertesi (NM)
Buteo albonotatus
Ardea herodias herodias (NM);tregansai
(NM)

Hawk, Red‐tailed
Hawk, Zone‐tailed
Heron, Blue, Great
Heron, Green
Night‐Heron, Black‐crowned
Hummingbird, Rufous

Butorides virescens virescens (NM);anthonyi
(NM)
Nycticorax nycticorax hoactli (NM)
Selasphorus rufus
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RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN

Ibis, White‐faced
Kingbird, Eastern
Magpie, Black‐billed
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Plegadis chihi
Tyrannus tyrannus
Pica hudsonia

RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN

Nuthatch, White‐breasted
Oriole, Hooded
Oriole, Bullock's
Oriole, Baltimore
Owl, Pygmy, Northern
Rail, Virginia
Sora
Sparrow, Chipping
Sparrow, White‐crowned
Swallow, Tree
Swallow, Violet‐green
Tanager, Western
Thrush, Hermit
Towhee, Green‐tailed
Towhee, Spotted
Vireo, Hutton's
Vireo, Red‐eyed
Vireo, Blue‐headed
Vireo, Cassin's
Vireo, Plumbeous
Vireo, Warbling
Warbler, Lucy's
Warbler, Virginia's

Sitta carolinensis nelsoni (NM)
Icterus cucullatus
Icterus bullockii
Icterus galbula
Glaucidium gnoma californicum (NM)
Rallus limicola limicola (NM)
Porzana carolina
Spizella passerina arizonae (NM)
Zonotrichia leucophrys oriantha
(NM);gambelii (NM)
Tachycineta bicolor
Tachycineta thalassina lepida (NM)
Piranga ludoviciana
Catharus guttatus guttatus (NM);nanus
(NM);sequoiensis (NM);auduboni (NM);slevini
(NM)
Pipilo chlorurus
Pipilo maculatus
Vireo huttoni stephenii (NM)
Vireo olivaceus olivaceus (NM)
Vireo solitarius
Vireo cassinii
Vireo plumbeus
Vireo gilvus swainsonii (NM)
Vermivora luciae
Vermivora virginiae

RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN

Warbler, Yellow

Dendroica petechia sonorana (NM);morcomi
(NM);amnicola (NM);rubiginosa (NM)

RIPARIAN

Warbler, Yellow‐rumped

Dendroica coronata coronata (NM);auduboni
(NM)

RIPARIAN

Woodpecker, Acorn

Melanerpes formicivorus formicivorus (NM)

RIPARIAN

Woodpecker, Lewis's

Melanerpes lewis

RIPARIAN

Woodpecker, Red‐headed

Melanerpes erythrocephalus caurinus (NM)

RIPARIAN

Wren, Bewick's
Wren, House
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Thryomanes bewickii eremophilus
(NM);cryptus (NM)
Troglodytes aedon parkmannii (NM)

RIPARIAN
RIPARIAN

